FRUIT
THAT
LAST S

A 31-Day Meditation
on John 15:1-16.

A Friends First resource




Do you want a closer relationship with Christ, a deeper
trust in the FatherG care, afresh flooding of the Spirit&
presence, a renewed passion for and fruitfulnessin
ministry, and an unshakable joy and resilience in your
spirit?

Amazingly, in his teaching in John 15:1-16, Jesus tells us
that God wants this for us too. But more stunningly, he
tells us how we can have it.

This is a shorter, simpler, slightly modified paraphrase of
Andrew Murray’s century-old classic, ‘A month of
meditations on the vine,’ which opens up this profound
section of Scripture in the form a month-long devotional
guide.



ABOUT THIS E-BOOKE
Christ invites us into a life we never imagined possible.

How do we best live our one and only life? Christ knows this answer best.
And he leaves signposts of wisdom for future generations in his teachings in
the Gospels.

| dare to say that Christ’s teaching reaches its summit in John 15:1-16. Here
Christ explains very practically what life is really about. He gives a simple
analogy of a vine, a gardener, a branch and fruit. And then he shares
interwoven insights that have the power to revolutionize our faith and life.
They leave us overwhelmed by his wisdom, and by the kindness of his
invitation to ‘remain in’ him.

We’re not the first generation to discover Christ’s teachings. A hundred
years ago, Andrew Murray devoted himself to studying, pondering and living
out this very teaching in John 15 - with amazing results. Thankfully, he
wrote a book, called ‘The True Vine: Meditations for a month’ (see
www.ccel.org/ccel/murray/true_vine.html for a free copy). He believed
that if this part of Christ’s teaching could just penetrate our hearts, that
‘everything will turn out right.” He had two reasons for this bold claim:
Firstly, he had spearheaded a revival in which he had already seen how
opening up this section of the Bible to hundreds of new converts had
transformed them into radically devoted, fruitful disciples. Secondly, he said
that ‘every major temptation and failure of the Christian life’ is dealt with
in this part of Christ’s teaching. As one of the most prolific devotional
writers in history, he can speak with authority.

As you can imagine, his book is deeply impacting. As you read it, you feel
that Murray speaks out of a deep intimacy with Christ, and a bold sense of
mission in this world. No wonder, it has changed lives decade after decade.
More than that, you sense Christ himself speaking to you, inviting you into a
life you never imagined possible.

But unfortunately a hundred years later his book has become a little hard to
understand and a bit wordy in style. That’s why we’ve re-written it in a
shorter, simpler, easier-to-understand way. For the next month, enjoy this
adventure into Christ, with Murray as your daily guide.



Day 1 - THE VINE
| am the True VineNJohn 15:1

One of the reasons God created visible forms, is that they mirror invisible
realities. So when Jesus says ‘I am the vine’ he’s telling us to look at vines,
and see what we can learn about him from them.

Vines are beautiful. Gaze on the beauty of Jesus. Vines give shade. Find rest
under the shadow of Christ in the heat of life. Vines produce wonderful
fruit. Join the writer of Song of Songs as you say, ‘I delight to sit in his
shade, and his fruit is sweet to my taste.’

But thinking about the vine is not enough. Christ, by his Spirit, invites you to
really experience himself as the Vine, with his cooling shade and delicious
fruit. Pondering the meaning of the vine should awaken desire, hope and
prayer for a deep experience of the real thing. Christ wants to open your
heart to the reality behind the words.

Is there anything you can do to experience Christ as the vine? Yes, right
now, bow down and be still, worship and wait as Christ enters your heart,
and you experience his presence with you, and in you. Let the nearness of
his holy love give you calm and peace.

Consider who Christ is. He is God, full of power and able to enter us. He is
also human, full of empathy and able to identify with us. He is the crucified
one who, through his death, won for us a new acceptance by God, and a
new nature. He is seated on the throne, full of glory, and he gives his Spirit
to make his presence real to us. Christ is speaking to you not only off the
page of the Bible, but he is here in person. Listen as he whispers to your
heart, this day, and every day, ‘I am the true vine. Everything that a vine
could ever be to its own branch, | will be to you.’

Prayer: Holy Lord Jesus, the heavenly vine planted by God, | ask you to
reveal yourself to my heart. Let your Holy Spirit allow me to actually
experience all that you, the True Vine, the Son of God, are to me.




Day 2 - THE GARDENER
And My Father isthe gardener - John 15:1

Vines are planted, watered, overseen and enjoyed by gardeners. That’s how
Jesus lived his life on earth. He owed all to the Father. He pursued his
Father’s will and glory above all. And he gave it to us as a picture of how our
life should be lived. He became the true Vine, so that we may became true
branches.

Let’s think about Christ’s life as the vine in the care of the Father. He
summed up his life approach like this: ‘The Son can do nothing by himself.’
Christ was as dependent on the Father as a vine is on a gardener. He totally
depended on the Father for wisdom and strength. He said things like, ‘The
words | speak to you are not my own, but it is the Father living in me that
does his work.’ Total confidence in the Father helped him fear nothing: the
Father could not disappoint him. Not even the cross brought him fear. We
see how the Father looked after him, raising him again.

Branches are part of the vine. The Father cares for both Christ, the Vine,
and us, the branches. Christ, in his teaching, wants us to lift our eyes to the
heavens, and gaze on a Father who is at work watching over us and looking
after us. All we have to do is trust him, to give ourselves to him, and to
leave ourselves in his hands. We are helpless, and he helps us. We are
dependent on him, and we are persuaded that he will give us what we need.

Jesus does not just point us toward himself as the vine, but to the Father as
the gardener. As Christ entrusted his life to the Father while on earth, let us
do the same. God, through lIsaiah the prophet, revealed his ability to care
for a vine: ‘Il watch over it. | water it continually. | guard it day and night, so
that no one may harm it.’

The Father’s commitment to Christ is matched by his commitment to us. He
will make us all that he wants us to be. What a wonderful vine Christ is!
What a wonderful gardener the Father is!

Prayer: Happy Father, | am yours. | want to bring you honour. | desire to
open my heart to this truth: My Father is my gardener. Teach me to trust
you. Help me understand that your care for Jesus, the Vine extends also to
me, your branch.




Day 3 - THE BRANCH
He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit NJohn 15:2

A vine needs branches to bear fruit. What is a branch? It’s a bit of wood,
grown by the vine, for the purpose of serving it in bearing fruit. It’s of the
same nature as the vine. It is one in life and spirit with the vine. Think of
how this illustrates our relationship to Christ...

Frstly, being a branch of the vine means total devotion. The branch exists
for a single purpose: to bear the fruit that the vine wants to produce. We
also have been created for this one thing. We have been saved for one sole
reason, to bear the Vine’s fruit on earth. How happy we will be when we
understand this, and surrender ourselves to this. We’ve been grafted by the
Gardener into the Vine. We exist to bear the fruit Christ longs to bring into
this world.

Secondly, being a branch of the vine means sharing the same DNA. The
branch shares the same nature, life, place and work as the vine it is in. The
New Testament speaks of us being ‘in Christ’ once we are saved. We share
the very nature, spirit, life and DNA of Christ. Wow! Of course, there are
differences though: Christ is great and strong, and the source of our
strength, and we are little and weak, always needing and receiving strength
from him, like a branch that receives life from a vine.

Thirdly, being a branch of the vine means absolute dependence. The branch
feeds off the sap and strength that the vine gives it. They are nothing
except what the vine provides. In the same way, we find our greatest joy in
endlessly and entirely depending on Christ. Every day. Every hour. Every
minute.

Lastly, being a branch of the vine means unwavering confidence. The
branch confidently yields itself to the vine, receiving all that it gives. That’s
why we can say, ‘I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.’

Prayer: Awesome God, help me to understand that | am a branch -nothing
more and nothing less. Christ isthe vine who, out of hisunlimited fullness,
makes, fills and sustains me. And you are my Father, the gardener, who
makes me all that I®n meant to be. Thisismy life. Oh, what a great life to
live.O




Day 4 - THE FRUIT
He cuts off every branch that does not bear fruitNJohn 15:2

Jesus has introduced to us the vine, then the gardener, and then the branch.
Now he speaks of the fruit. The purpose of the branch is to bear fruit. The
fruit brings honour to the branch, which in turn honours the vine, which in
turn pleases the gardener. Fruitfulness is the branch’s purpose and the
gardener’s pleasure. And fruitlessness displeases the Father so much that he
threatens to remove a fruitless branch. Fruitfulness is the sign that we are
sharing the life of Christ, the Vine.

Though the branch receives sap from the vine and by this it lives and grows,
do not be fooled into thinking the vine exists for the branch. The branch,
now that it survives by the vine, must achieve its main purpose of bearing
fruit. This fruit is not for the branch itself, but rather it is for the vine, and
for the gardener.

We often miss this. We seek God desperately for our own survival and
blessing, but fail to seek God for what is beyond ourselves: fruitfulness. We
are designed to bless and serve others, not just be blessed. We are made to
thrive, not just survive.

So what is this fruit? The fruit is that God so works in and through our lives,
that other people are drawn to him through us. They find Christ through our
lives, friendship, efforts and words. We exist to help others receive God’s
saving and transforming love.

God is not mainly concerned with our own salvation and well-being. His
primary concern is that we would bear fruit: that others would experience
the life of God flowing through us. We exist to bless, not to be blessed! That
should be the daily goal of our lives. And it’s not just the branch that exists
for this purpose. The vine does too. That’s why Jesus said of himself, ‘The
Son of Man came to seek and save that which was lost.” Both the vine and
the branch exist to bear the fruit of blessing other people’s lives.

Prayer: Father, you come looking for fruit. That is the reason for my
salvation: that otherswho are spiritually dying will eat the fruit that | bear
from Christ, the Vine, and live. Father, make it my heart® desire that |
would be a branch so full of the life of Christ that | bear much fruit.




Day 5 - MORE FRUIT
And every branch that bears fruit, he prunes, so that it will bear even more
fruit NJohn 15:2

The gardener looks for fruit. This brings him glory and satisfies the world’s
deepest needs. So he looks for fruit-bearing branches and he desires even
more fruit.

We, like the church in Laodicea are in danger of being satisfied too soon
with our level of fruitfulness. Like them, we think we have much,
meanwhile Christ warns us that we have so little. We should not be satisfied
with our fruitfulness by comparing ourselves with others, or even when
others make role models of us. Let’s yearn to bear as much fruit as God can
produce through us. Let’s also ask God to show us where we lack
fruitfulness, being totally convinced that a life connected to Christ should
overflow with fruitfulness.

This may sound like hard work. But we must remember he is not a slave-
master, but a Father who gives what he asks, and enables in us what he
expects from us. The Father wants to produce more fruit through us, but
will we surrender ourselves to his hands? Do we believe that he can do it in
our lives? Do we joyfully look to Christ to do it in us, and up to the Father to
make us more fruitful?

Gardeners and farmers seek the richest, largest fruit from their vines. How
much more does the Father seek it in our lives? And how much more should
it be our heart’s desire that he produces this fruit in us?

Prayer: Father, in heaven. You are the spiritual Gardener. And Christ isthe
gpiritual Vine. And | am a spiritual branch. As| share in your spiritual life, |
bear spiritual fruit. Christ, let the power of your life so fill me that | bear
more fruit. Father, garden my life so well, that | bear more and more fruit.
This would bring me deep joy, and it would bring you great honour and
pleasure.




Day 6 - THE PRUNING
And every branch that bearsfruit, he prunes, so that it may bear even more
fruit NJohn 15:2

Vines are amazingly fruitful. Relative to their size, few plants bear as much fruit
as vines can. But vines have an inbuilt flaw. They grow so wildly, that they lose
their ability to be fruitful. The bigger the plant grows, the less fruit it can bear.
Some other plants need to be pruned now and then, but the vine must be pruned
often, and mercilessly. So Jesus tells us that the one main work of the Father is to
prune us so that we will be more fruitful.

What is pruning? It is not the removal of weeds and thorns. It is rather the cutting
off of the long shoots from the previous year. These shoots are part of the branch
itself. They are signs of honest, healthy growth. Why is the branch pruned?
Because there is a limited supply of sap, and the long shoots use up the sap that is
meant for the fruit. The sap must be saved for the fruit alone. That's why
branches, sometimes two metres long are cut down to a tenth of the size, just
enough to bear grapes - lots of full, juicy ones.

Can you see the lesson? It’s not only sin that needs to be cut away in our lives. It’s
our own abilities, as they are developed in the very act of bearing fruit. It’s this
that must be pruned. As we serve God, we use and develop natural gifts like
wisdom, good speech, ability to lead and influence, and enthusiasm. Yet, as we
develop these, we are tempted to trust in our own abilities rather than in God.
That's why, after every season of work, God has to bring us to the end of
ourselves, to the awareness that we as humans are helpless and have nothing in us
that can truly change other people forever. And God brings us to the place where
all that is left of us is just enough to receive the power of the life-giving sap of
the Holy Spirit. What is of us is reduced to its lowest measure. All that doesn’t fit
with total devotion to and dependence on Christ is cut away. The more complete
the pruning, the more focused we can be on giving ourselves totally to the Spirit.
Less of us, more of God. This is described elsewhere in the Bible as 'the
circumcision of the heart’, and ‘dying to ourselves'.

Prayer: What a good thing pruning is! Holy Gardener, prune and cut away obvious
sin in my life. But don@® stop there. Also prune away everything in me that causes
me to give in to self-confidence, and self-praise. | humble myself so that | can be
more fruitful. | trust you to do your work. | rejoice in the promise of even more
fruitfulness.




Day 7 -THE PRUNING KNIFE
You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to youNJohn 15:3

Jesus uses the same word for prune in this verse, but this time it is
translated ‘clean’. What is the pruning tool that the Father uses? Many
people think it is suffering. But that’s not his main tool at all. Just think,
would that mean that the only way to be fruitful is to suffer? What about
those whom God largely spares from suffering?

No, the pruning knife is the Word of God, sharper than a two-edged sword.
It penetrates to the depth of our being, dealing with the thoughts and
attitudes in the heart. Suffering only transforms our lives when it leads us to
the Word of God. Suffering without the pruning work of the Word is
powerless to change us. Even the apostle Paul who experienced ‘a thorn in
his flesh’ was transformed only once God spoke to him saying, ‘My strength
is made perfect in weakness.’ It was the Word not the suffering that
ultimately cut away pride in him, and helped him to see the blessing hidden
in his pain.

Jesus, who said that his word had already pruned them, must have been
referring to the more cutting things he had already said to them. Things
like, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me’. Think of how often Jesus humbled his disciples’ pride,
or confronted their lack of love, or foretold how they would forsake him.
From the Sermon of the Mount up till his last night with him, his word to
them had exposed and pruned them. He had dealt with all self-reliance and
self-focus in them. They were now empty of ‘self’ and ready to be filled
with the Spirit.

Give you your idea of what God wants and surrender totally, humbly, and
patiently to the word that God speaks to you through the Bible. This is how
we are pruned and purified of self, and opened up to the work of the Spirit.
Let those who want to experience all that the Gardener can do for them,
and all the Vine can do through them, absolutely surrender to the pruning of
the Word. It may hurt a little, but it will lead to amazing fruitfulness.

Prayer: Father, prune me and clean me through your Word. Let it expose all
that isof GelfOin my faith and life. Let it cut away the roots of self-
reliance, so that the Vine will have free flow in my life.
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Day 8 - REMAIN )
Remain in me, as | also remain in youNJohn 15:4

The art of grafting a branch from another vine into a new vine is awesome. Two
things happen. First, there is a structural connection as the branch sends its fibres
into the stem, and the stem grows into the grafted branch. Second, there is a vital
connection as the sap of the stem flows into the branch, producing leaves, shoots
and fruits.

When you were saved, a structural connection happened between Christ and you.
You are joined to him forever. But that leads to the need for a two-way ongoing
vital connection. This is what Jesus points to when he says, ‘Remain in me, as |
also remain in you’. ‘Remain in me’ refers to what we have to do. We have to
trust and obey, to detach from everything else, and reach out for and cling to
him, to sink ourselves into him. At the same time Jesus remains in us by
strengthening us with power by his Spirit, and revealing himself in our hearts by
faith.

Many believers ask and long to be filled with the Spirit and with Christ, and
wonder why it doesn’t seem to work. The reason that we don’t experience Christ
‘remaining in us’ is because we fail to consistently and fully ‘remain in him.’
Before the Spirit can fill us, we need to more deeply cling to Christ, and draw life
from him. We remain in him by being humble and obedient, by denying ourselves
and choosing him over anything this world offers us. As we do this, we experience
his life flowing in us. Not that we earned it, just that we put ourselves in a place
where his life can get into us.

Notice the word in. Through Scripture we read of things like ‘God is in all’, ‘God
dwells in Christ’, ‘Christ lives in God’, ‘We are in Christ’, and ‘Christ is in us.” Our
lives are deeply connected to his life, and his life is deeply connected to our lives.

Do you believe it? God wants you to experience this two-way ‘remaining in’ one
another. We couldn’t have created this union ourselves, and we can’t comprehend
its mystery intellectually. But we can believe it, and we can experience it, this
mystery of love. So let’s gaze upon this infinite, divine, powerful Vine and allow
him to love, hold and work in us. And let us in response remain and rest in him,
always turning our hearts to him alone.

Prayer: Amazing Lord, you call me to remain in you. How can | do that, unless you
show yourself to me, and welcome and hold onto me? Vine, you promise to do
everything. Here | am, a branch, pruned and remaining in you, waiting for the
flow of your life and grace.
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Day 9 - UNLESS YOU REMAIN
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me NJohn 15:4

Notice the word ‘unless’. It shows that there is an important condition. Put
another way, Jesus is saying, ‘Remain in me and then, and only then, will you be
able to bear fruit.” The branch must stay connected and close to the vine. This
alone will allow it to be fruitful.

In these verses Jesus tells us many times to ‘remain in him.” We would think that
we only needed to be invited once to remain in Christ, but Christ is pushing the
point by adding this warning. Why is that? Christ understands us so well. As
wonderful as remaining in Jesus sounds, the reality is that it includes the giving up
of our independence and our tendency to try to bear fruit alone. But Christ is
emphatic. The only way to fruitfulness is remaining in him constantly. There are
no exceptions. If we are to be a branch, if we are to become what Christ wants us
to become. Our heart and energy must be solely devoted to remaining in him, in
the same way that a natural branch devotes itself to remaining in its vine.

There are degrees of remaining. Many verses in the Bible tell us to seek God ‘with
our whole hearts’. That suggests we can be half-hearted. In the same way, we can
remain in Christ 10%, 50% or 100%. Christ wants 100%. That means our whole
hearts and will needs to be involved.

When we were saved (and first connected to the vine) the life of God began to
enter us, but it didn’t master our whole being at once. But Christ wants all of us.
We must decide that his life would so infuse our lives that we belong to him
totally. There is a real danger that we will only remain in him a little, and yet try
to work for God and to bear fruit. All that will happen is that we will do lots of
work, and see little fruit. We must let that little word ‘unless’ cut out the pride,
independence and half-heartedness in us.

Jesus calls you from yourself to himself, from your own strength to his strength.
Respond radically. Make sure your ‘life is hidden with Christ in God.” You don’t
need to be a super-mature Christian to begin experiencing this. At first it may feel
like hard work to remain, but after a while it becomes easier to let Christ have all
of us, and do everything in and through us.

Prayer: My Lord, every time you command, you also give the power to obey.
When you said, Rise and walk, Othe crippled man did just that. In the same way,
as you command me to remain in you, you give me the power to actually do it. |
choose to remain in you, this moment, this hour, this day.
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Day 10 - THE VINE )
| am the vine, you are the branchesNJohn 15:5

Jesus has already emphasised that we must remain in him, or we will not bear
fruit. This may sound like hard work, until we understand a great secret of
remaining - we must not focus on our own efforts to remain, but rather on the
One in whom we remain.

This is the second time Jesus has told us he is the vine. He’s drawing attention to
himself. ‘Remain in me ... | am the vine’. It’s when we’re captivated by Christ
that we automatically remain in him. Christ, like a vine bears, strengthens,
supplies and inspires all his branches. His greatness and grace overflow to be and
do in every branch what it needs. Gaze on him as the true Vine, and ask the Holy
Spirit to help you see and experience how wonderful and complete Christ is! And
as you gaze, you begin to remain. That’s the secret!

If God reveals the glory of Jesus to you, and how committed Christ is to be
everything to you that a vine is a to branch, then remaining will happen naturally.
The vision of Jesus will draw you like a magnet. Listen to him as he whispers to
your heart, ‘I am the vine. You are my branch.’

What a relief this is. Remaining is not hard work. It happens as we see Christ in
our hearts. It’s Christ’s drawing power that energizes our clinging to him. The
branch rests in the vine, and the vine holds, sustains and supplies the branch. A
revelation of Jesus allows us to rest in him, and experience his grace in and
through our lives. Amazingly simple!

It’s interesting that some people never try remain in Jesus, but they do it anyway
as they begin to grasp how awesome Jesus is. Of course, we must be intentional
about remaining, but it is not the main thing. Jesus is where the power lies. And
as we see him, we hear him speak to our hearts: ‘Whatever else captures your
deepest attention does not compare with me. | am everything you truly need.
Hear my promise. Believe it. Desire it. Experience it by my Spirit.” Every day in
our alone times with God, let us freshly fix our eyes on Jesus and take him at his
word, ‘| am the vine.’

Prayer: Wonderful Saviour, speak your word into my soul. Then | will know that
all your fullness is for me; that | can count on you to stream grace into me.
Remaining in you will be so effortless as | lose myself in you; as | trust, enjoy and
drink from you.
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Day 11 - YOU ARE THE BRANCHES _
| am the vine, you are the branchesNJohn 15:5

Christ has been talking about branches. He has indirectly implied that we are
branches, but now he makes it very clear, ‘You are the branches.’ Notice how
personal this is. Just look at the words | and you. That’s why it makes sense to
stand before Christ and allow him to echo these same words of love into your soul,
‘I am the vine, you are the branches.’

Disciple of Jesus, however young or weak you are, hear his voice. ‘You are my
branch.’ Believe him. Don’t let fear, or doubt, or false humility, or a sense of
being unworthy hold you back. Confidently say to yourself, ‘I am a branch.
Although | am weak, yet | am one with Christ the Vine. His Spirit flows through
me. | am human, but no ordinary human. Rather, | am part of God the Gardener’s
special focus and plan. Jesus and | partner together in bearing fruit. | am nothing
in myself, yet | relax and rejoice in the fact that Christ and the Father are looking
after me. Yes!’

Not only are you no less than a branch, you are also no more than a branch. You
don’t have to carry the responsibilities of the Vine. Don’t worry about
understanding every spiritual mystery, or carrying the world on your shoulders, or
doing everything perfectly. That is the Vine’s job. Let the Gardener oversee your
union with and growth in the Vine. Just be a branch. Just trust Christ and the
Father to do all. You just co-operate totally. Doesn’t that make you feel free?

Refresh yourself with the thought that the Vine is the main thing, not you. The
character, strength and fruit of a branch depends entirely on what kind of vine it
is connected to. Your life, and strength and fruit depend on what Jesus is. So
worship him. Let him be your one desire and one passion. And if you feel that you
don’t know how to know him, remember that it is part of his responsibility to
make himself known to you. He does this not just in your thoughts, but also in
unseen grace that flows in you as you humbly surrender your life to him. The vine
first reveals itself in the branch, before any external fruit is seen. Christ wants to
reveal himself in you, then through you. A verse in the Bible sums it up well,
‘Those who hope in the Lord will not be disappointed.’

Prayer: God, let me feel the dignity and the humility of being a branch in such a
wonderful Vine. Reveal yourself in me, and then bring the fruit of my changed
life, and the fruit that changes other people@ lives, into this spiritually starved
world.
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Day 12 - MUCH FRUIT
If a person remains in me, and | remain in them, they will bear much fruit
NJohn 15:5

Jesus first mentioned ‘fruit’, then ‘even more fruit’. Now he speaks of ‘much
fruit’. The Vine is so full of life, and the care of the Gardener is so excellent, that
ever-increasing fruitfulness is guaranteed. It’s not a demand. It’s a promise.

Understand this important concept: there is difference between work and fruit. A
machine can do work, but only something living can bear fruit. Work suggests
effort: you do this, and then you get that. But fruit is different. Fruit flows out of
the silent, unpressured life inside the plant. For example, a gardener could work
to prune, water and fertilize a plant, but they cannot produce even one apple.
Apples are a mystery of life. Galatians 5:22,23 tells us that the fruit of the Spirit
in our lives is ‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.” These come from a heart full of Christ and his Spirit.

Colossians 1:10 tells us that God wants us to be fruitful in every good work. The
good works refer to our attempts to live life in a God-pleasing way, to serve God
and influence people toward Christ. We must realize that it is only when our
efforts overflow out of our closeness to Christ that we can expect them to be
fruitful. Doing something because we are told to by others, or because it is right,
or because we feel strongly about it is not enough. You may work hard, but see
little lasting results. Our works should not be rooted in our own efforts alone, but
rather should be the fruit of an inner life that richly experiences the Spirit at work
within.

‘Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,” says God in the Bible. Make sure
that everyday you set your heart to remain in Christ, and invite him to remain in
you. Humbly admit that your efforts, and sweat, and tears come to nothing if you
don’t stay close to Christ daily. Every responsibility you have, everything you do
throughout the day, no matter how small, why not do it in his presence, drawing
on his life in you?

Prayer: Glorious God, what an awesome thing that you have planted me into your
Sonwith the calling and the power to bear Gruit in every good work.Ol look to
you, and to your Son and | happily expect that you will really make me a branch
that bears @nuch fruit.O
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Day 13 - YOU CAN DO NOTHING
Apart from me you can do nothing NJohn 15:5

We simply cannot deeply change our own character, or eternally impact other
people in our own strength. We can get a lot done, but though it may impress
many, it will deeply impact no one!

Jesus on earth modelled this dependence on God. He said things like, ‘The Son can
do nothing by himself,” and ‘All that the Father does, the Son also does.” On earth
Jesus did not receive power and direction from the Father once and for all, but in
a steady supply, moment by moment.

Christ wants us to understand that we cannot attain, or maintain the experience
of spiritual life richly flowing in and through us. This is something he does for us.
If we fail to remain dependent on him, we will also fail to bear fruit.

You will never be a strong Christian if you don’t get this. Can you create
something from nothing? Can you raise someone from the dead? Can you give
someone new spiritual life? You did not create your own spiritual life, and you
cannot increase it! It is totally in the hands of Jesus and his Spirit. Believe this and
throw yourself in unending dependence on God, every moment.

Oh, that God would open our eyes to see Christ busy every moment supplying the
grace we need, and deepening our closeness to him. Let your heart happily pray,
‘Apart from you | can do nothing. But with you | can all things as you give me
strength. My weakness is opportunity for your strength!’

Remember that God prunes us. This is his reason. He prunes us of our tendency to
go it alone, to try bear fruit apart from him.

Find a fruit-bearing plant somewhere. Look at a branch, totally helpless and
fruitless unless it receives sap from the vine. Don’t forget that picture. And hear
Jesus say these words to you freshly, ‘Remain in me - much fruit.” ‘Apart from me
- nothing.’ It is a pretty clear choice, isn’t it?

Prayer: God, | get it. | gladly accept the way things are. | am nothing, and you are
everything. My inability to bear eternal fruit in my life, or in the lives of others
drives me to remain in you! | give myself to you, as fully as a branch gives itself
to the stem on which it hangs. | don® want to impress people. | want to impact
them.
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Day 14 - WITHERED BRANCHES
If someone does not remain in me, they are like a branch that is thrown away and
withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned NJohn 15:6

These are serious words! According to Jesus in this verse, it is possible for
someone to seem like they are saved, to seem like the initial union with Christ has
taken place, but it turns out that their faith in Christ was not real. They stop
remaining in Jesus, or said another way, they were never truly planted into the
Vine in the first place.

What are some reasons that people never truly get grafted into Christ? With some,
they never understood how trusting in Christ leads to a holy obedience and loving
service to God. Perhaps they thought it was enough to ‘just believe’ and that this
would help them avoid hell, but there was never a real desire or decision to
remain in Christ as the main thing in life. Maybe others never really turned their
back on other ‘gods’ when they started to follow Jesus. Some may have put their
faith not in Christ and his power to save, but rather in the wisdom of human
leaders. The point is that they did not seek to totally depend on, and surrender to
Jesus as the primary focus of their lives. So when temptation or persecution came,
they withered in the hot winds. They were never truly rooted in Christ.

Take this warning to heart. Are you truly rooted in Jesus? Is dependence on, and
surrender to him, the primary passion of your heart? Is your life fresh, and green
and vigorous, beginning to bear fruit, even if it is only a little to start? Get on your
knees and call out to Christ freshly clinging to him, if you cannot say yes to these
questions.

Look around you. Are there any people in danger of withering away? Ask God to
give you wisdom in helping these people. Jesus in his ministry often warned
people when they thought they were fine, but actually they weren’t. Let’s receive
his warning with humility. And if we do, we will become a branch in no danger of
withering, but rather one that is fruitful always.

Prayer: Loving Father, keep an eye on me, protect me. You and your Son are
everything to me. You are the focus and passion of my life. In you there is no
danger of withering away, but outside of you, the flames of hell draw near. |
choose fruitfulness, not flames. | choose Christ over all else.
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Day 15 - WHATEVER YOU WISH
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it
will be given to you NJohn 15:7

As a branch remains in its stem it keeps on drawing, keeps on asking, ‘Stem, give
me what | need so that | can bear fruit for you.’ In the same way, remaining in
Christ continually requires that we pray unendingly. All the time we pray,
‘Wonderful Christ, send the life into me that | need to bear your fruit.” This prayer
can come out our mouth, or it can be the state of our hearts - where unconscious
prayer to and dependence on the Spirit can be happening all the time.

What a stunning promise: ‘Ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.’ Let’s
ponder four thoughts. First, the focus of the branch is that it would thrive, bear
fruit and bless others. It’s not preoccupied with itself, its own needs and blessing.
If we just pray for ourselves, and forget that we’re on a mission to bless the world
(see Genesis 12:1-3) then we miss the point. It’s only as we are passionate about
blessing and reaching others that our prayers are powerful.

Sewmnd, our prayers must be led by the Sgrit to be powerful. In these verses the
Spirit is not directly mentioned, but then again neither is the sap. Yet Jesus
clearly refers to them. How do we know? Because John 15 is sandwiched on either
side by teaching on the Holy Spirit. In John 14:15-23, Jesus speaks of the Spirit in
us, revealing Jesus to us. In John 16:7-14 he speaks of the Spirit through us,
convincing the world that Jesus is what it needs. Be filled with the Spirit, and let
him stir up his own desires in you. Then pray in line with those desires - and God
will do it!

Third, prayer is the way that we as branches draw out the grace and power that
isin Christ the Vine. The Bible says that we have been ‘blessed in the heavenly
realm with every spiritual blessing in Christ.” He is ‘full of grace and truth’. But
we only experience these realities as we draw them out by prayer. We need to
pray with faith and boldness to brings down these blessings to us and through us.

Fourth, let your prayer be energized by a love for people. As you feel a burden
that people would find and follow Christ, pray with desperation that he would use
your life as a channel of life. Whole-hearted, constant prayer will save souls and
strengthen weak Christians. This kind of prayer will not only bear fruit on earth,
but will draw down blessing from heaven.

Prayer: God, let your desires become the desires of my heart. Give me such a
vision of your power and grace, that | can pray with faith and boldness.
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Day 16 - IF YOU RBEMAIN
If you remain in me, and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be given to you NJohn 15:7

The plant world is a powerful picture of total dependence on God. Jesus said that
God clothes the lilies and the grass. He gives trees their beauty and fruit, making
each what it is. This is what he wants for us. Jesus said that he wants to look after
us in similar ways. There is a difference though: plant life is unconscious of the
life of God that sustains them. But with humans, he has given us the dignity of
free will. He waits for our invitation and choice before he works in us. Our will
enables us to understand, accept, enjoy and delight in his grace.

Jesus said, Of you remainO In nature, branches remain without a choice. In
humans, we have freedom of choice. This is God’s plan. Real branches operate by
the power of nature. We, as human branches, operate by the power of chosen
grace.

Jesus said, AA\kO We cannot pray without remaining. And we cannot remain
without praying. As we remain in him, we will pray with certainty that he will
answer. There must be no doubt that we really can remain in him, and there must
be no doubt that as we do our prayers will be answered. But both the remaining
and the prayer must be centred in Christ. We are not to be self-conscious about
how well we remain or pray, but rather overwhelmed by the sheer beauty of
Christ. Let Christ be first and everything!

Jesus said, @f my words remain in youO This is very important. The words of the
Bible need to be meditated on, memorized, loved and believed. As you do this
they soak into your heart and being. They transform your character and desires.
Then ask whatever you want and it will be done. If you do not take seriously the
words of Christ in the Bible, and you fail to regularly read and prayerfully think
about them, then your prayers will lack power. If, however, his words take root in
you then the words of your prayers will be answered.

Jesus said, @t will be given to youO Believe that. Decide to become a person who
prays, calling down blessing and power to change people and situations. All things
are possible for those who believe - and for those who pray!

Prayer: Yes, God | realise that the power to pray depends on my remaining in
you, and your words remaining in me. Give me the grace to remain in you fully,
and to pray with great power!
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Day 17 - THE FATHEFSC'S GLORY
This is to my Father@ glory that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be
my disciples NJohn 15:8

How do we glorify God? We can’t add to his glory or bring him glory that he
doesn’t yet have. We glorify him by allowing his glory to be made visible in and
through our lives. In the same way a farmer is glorified by vines that produce
excellent grapes, so the Father is glorified by how much his grace and care result
in fruit-bearing through us.

The Bible says, ‘Let the one who serves, serve with the strength that God
provides, so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus.’ If we work in
our power, we get the glory. But when we work in God’s power, then he gets the
glory. When that happens, both the worker and those who see it agree, ‘This fruit
was only possible with God. What a good God he is!’

Non-believing people don’t know God. Jesus said that as they see God’s grace in
our lives they will glorify the Father. Our lives are meant to point to a Life greater
than our own. Our fruitfulness should point people to God. He gets glory that way.
Fruitlessness, on the other hand, doesn’t bring him any glory.

Sometimes we think that it is ourselves who lose out most when we aren’t fruitful,
or maybe the people around us. But really, the one who loses out most is God. We
rob him of glory when we fail to remain in him and bear fruit. Are you bearing
more and more love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, and self-control? Is there a
sense that God is with you, partnering with you as you seek to help people find
and follow Christ? Do you live daily in his presence? Do you lean on his strength
and wisdom in all you do?

God wants ‘much fruit’. He won’t settle for anything less. So draw from him all
the life-giving sap you can, and bear fruit. Let this great need that people would
see how amazing God is motivate you to remain in him hour by hour. Take the
burden for a spiritually starved world on your shoulders. Let this burden drive you
to your knees in prayer and dependence. Pray that people may taste the fruit of
your remaining in Christ, and fall to their knees in delight before God. Christ can
and wants to do this in you and through you.

Prayer: God, it amazing that as | remain in Christ and bear fruit, you get the
glory. And | get the joy of being used by you. Father, let people see what a
glorious God you are through my life@ fruit!
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Day 18 - DISCIPLES
Thisis to my Father@ glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be
my disciples NJohn 15:8

You’ve heard the saying, ‘He is a real man!’ Obviously, he is already a man, but he
does something manly, like displaying courage or strength, and people say he is a
real man. That’s what Jesus is saying here. There are many disciples of Jesus who
don’t bear much fruit, but he wants people to say of us, ‘She / he is a real
disciple.” Don’t be satisfied with being a disciple ‘sort of’. Rather devote yourself
to being a real one. Let no-one who knows you well doubt that you are entirely
devoted to Christ.

So how do we tell who is a real disciple? Here is the answer: much fruit. Fruit in
your own life (love, joy, peace, patience, self-control etc) and fruit through your
life (blessing, serving and reaching others). It’s so sad that many Christians follow
Christ mainly for what he can do for them. But Christ tells us that a true disciple
is passionate about what Christ can do through them. This is their main focus.
They want to bless, not just be blessed. They don’t just want to get into heaven
themselves, but to make sure others get into heaven, and to bring down heaven to
earth for the benefit of others.

Jesus the Vine really does intend on bearing much fruit through you. As you gaze
again on his fullness, tenderness, mercy and wisdom, freshly believe that he really
can do it in you and through you. Pray this like you have never prayed it before, ‘I
am a branch of the true Vine. | can bear much fruit. This will bring him great

glory.’

The Bible speaks of two levels of disciples: those who follow him from a distance,
still holding onto comfort and convenience, and those who follow him from close,
defying comfort and convenience. Don’t judge others, but let there be no doubt
about yourself. Give up everything for Christ and a life of fruitfulness. Don’t settle
for anything less than complete pruning, uninterrupted closeness, total remaining,
and super-fruitfulness.

The world is dying. The church is failing. Christ’s cause is suffering. The Father
weeps. All because so many disciples choose to follow Christ from a distance, and
live for themselves rather than for the Father’s glory. But it is not too late to
change. Disciple of Jesus, pursue Christ with full abandon.

Prayer: Father, you®e glorious. | want people to see that glory. | choose to be a
disciple who defies comfort and convenience, and gives everything to bear much
fruit for you. Whatever it takes, God!
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Day 19 - THE WONDERFUL LOVE N
Asthe Father has loved me, so have | loved you NJohn 15:9

The branch and vine is a powerful analogy of the Christian life. And though we can
draw out much truth from it, it lacks something. That is what Jesus turns to now.
The vine analogy enables us to think of Christ as our supplier, and our saviour. But
it doesn’t help us sense the intensity of his warmth and love for us. Christ loves us
deeply, and he embraces us. This is where we find real happiness.

The way he points us to his love for us is this: he tells us how similar his own life is
to ours. The Father loves him completely, and in the same way, he loves us
completely. His earthly life as the Vine dependent on the Father was a life in the
Father’s love. That love was his strength and joy. He lived, and died and rose
again always sensing the Father’s undying love. He wants you to experience this
too. You are already loved by Christ. But you should also live in the experienced
and atmosphere of his love, as much as he lived in the Father’s love. Christ’s love
should be the air you breathe. ‘As the Father has loved me, so | have and continue
to love you.’

How did the Father love Christ? The Father loved him by being with and enjoying
the Son, by revealing himself to the Son, by living in the Son, and by having the
Son live in him. It’s mind-blowing to even think of the intensity of this love.
Amazingly, with the same love Christ experienced (and still experiences in
heaven) he wants to bless us. He wants to be with us, enjoy us, reveal himself to
us, live in us, and have us live in him. Wow!

So, if Christ loves you so infinitely, and so perfectly, what stops that love from
overcoming every obstacle in you, and taking hold of your whole lives? There’s a
simple answer. You may understand in your heads that he loves you, but you don’t
yet have a heart-revelation of this love. You desperately need the Holy Spirit to
flood our hearts with the love of Christ. You need him to do it so deeply, and so
consistently that he wins your heart totally. This revelation is not up to you
mainly. It’s up to Christ. How deeply you need to experience the sap of love
flowing from the Vine into your heart!

Prayer: God, | pray Ephesians 3:17-19 for myself, Qet Christ live in my heart
through faith. Let me, being rooted and established in love, together with all the
saints, grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ. Let me
know this love that surpasses knowledge, that | may be filled to the measure of
all the fullness of God.O
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Day 20 - REMAIN IN MY LOVE )
As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you. Now remain in my love NJohn
15:9

The word ‘remain’ can also be translated ‘abide’ or ‘stay’. A person’s home is
their ‘abode’. It’s where they ‘stay’. So when we remain in Christ’s love, it means
that we make ourselves at home in his love, all day long.

You may have heard of people speaking about the God-filled life. And you may
have heard of people whose Christian lives were previously full of disappointment
and failure, and then they ‘broke through’ to this God-filled life. If you were to
ask them how this happened they’ll probably tell you that they began to really
believe that it was possible to live in God’s love and the Spirit’s presence all the
time, and they sought it with all their heart, and then they started to experience
it too.

The Father’s love to the Son is not a concept - it’s a real, irresistible power. It
carried Christ through life, and death, and the grave. Your weakness doesn’t repel
God, rather it attracts him, and it makes it easier for you to lean on his love.
‘Keep yourself in the love of God’ says Jude. Let’s obey this command. Let’s really
believe that God loves us, not because of any good we’ve done, and despite any
bad we’ve done. His love is totally undeserved. Receive it by humble faith. All
that Christ wants to do in you, and through you is motivated by love. What safe
hands to be in!

This is the secret of the Christian life: remain in Christ’s love. Allow this love to so
fill you and to overcome everything that makes it difficult or impossible to remain
in him and bear much fruit. Christ longs to give himself fully to you. He’ll never
leave you. As you believe this, you can throw yourself into the arms of Christ.

How do you develop this kind of faith? Look to the invisible Christ. Take out time,
as often as possible, to be with him, to gaze on him as your Vine, to experience
the Father’s love. Turn from yourself, and your efforts - and receive him and his
grace. The same way ‘going home’ means closing the door on the world out there,
from time to time, close the door on all distractions and just be with Christ, and
receive his love, and tell him you love him too. You will never feel more at home.

Prayer: God, | pray Ephesians 3:17-19 for myself again: Qet Christ dwell in my
heart through faith. Let me, being rooted and established in love, together with
all the saints, grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love Christ. Let
me know this love that surpasses knowledge, that | may be filled to the measure
of all the fullness of God.0
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Day 21 - OBEY AND RBMAIN N
If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love NJohn 15:10

We’ve seen that the love of Christ is experienced as we grasp the Father’s love for
Christ, and as the Spirit opens our hearts to the reality of this love. But Christ
shares another key to remaining in his love: surrender or obedience. Lets look at
this concept of obedience.

If you can trust Christ to love you, then you certainly can trust him to give you the
power to actually obey him. Once we have tasted of his love, we will want to stay
away from all sin and disobedience. We can literally trust God to give us the
power to live a life that pleases him. ‘God works in us to will and to act’ in a way
that pleases him, say Philippians 2:13.

Follow the progression. Yesterday we saw that Christ told us of his love for us. He
invited us to live in that love. Now he tells us how to stay in that love: obey. Some
people think, ‘If | just obey him, then | can experience his love’. But this gets the
order wrong. Rather, it is as we live in his love, that we find the power to obey
him. And as we obey him, he doesn’t love us any more than before, but we are
able to experience his love more. Christ has ascended into heaven. He gives us not
only commands, but also the power to obey. That’s why we don’t need to fear
committing ourselves to lives of total obedience.

What is obedience? It is simply doing everything we know to be the will of God.
We can start with what we know God wants us to do, and what he doesn’t want us
to do. There are two things that complicate obedience. First, there are things
we’re not sure to be acceptable or not. Second, there are sins that seem to be
uncontrollable. Here’s the great news: If you set your heart to live in God’s love,
and in obedience, then the transformation in your life will expand, and God will in
due time iron-out unknown and (what feels like) uncontrollable sins. | am sure he
will give you a larger victory than you even dreamed of. Trust Christ to give you
the power to obey. Never doubt his commitment to you and his love for you.

Let God’s love lure you out of sin and compromise to a life of radical obedience,
where love is the air that you breathe.

Prayer: Gracious Lord, | realize that it@& only as | know and do your will that |
more deeply experience your heart. Obedience opens me up to your love, like
opening curtains opens myself up to the rays of the sun. Help me understand that
as certainly as | can® bear fruit unless | remain in you, so | can® experience the
depths of your love, unless | obey you.
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Day 22 - YOU, JUST AS|
If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my
Father@ commands, and remain in hislove NJohn 15:10

The vine and the branch share the same DNA and the same aim of fruitfulness.
Christ’s life is the model of ours. He has already told us that the way to live in the
experience of his love is through obedience. Now he tells us that this is also how
he remained in the Father’s love.

Jesus on earth found his life, strength and joy in the Father’s love. It was as he
obeyed that he lived in this love. We too can find our life, strength and joy in his
love, but only if we give ourselves to do whatever he wants us to. Christ honoured
his Father through obedience, and we honour Christ through obedience.

Christ always obeyed, always remained. That’s how we should live. Christ became
human like us, so that we could experience spiritual life like him. He pioneered a
path for us to walk in. He took on human nature to show us how to be truly
human. We see that complete trust in and obedience to our Creator is life at its
best. That’s how we live in God’s favour and presence. He encourages us to keep
his commands, so that we can remain in the waterfall of his love. He not only
teaches us to do it, he shows us how to do it.

There’s a connection between obeying and remaining, between God’s commands
and his love. Let me explain. God’s will is the centre of his perfection. When he
reveals his will, he reveals his heart. So, as | align my life to his will | also grow in
his likeness, and get to know God more closely.

This explains what is wrong with humanity. ‘All have sinned’ and have rejected
God’s will. As we have rejected the will of God, we have rejected God himself.
Christ came to restore what was lost. He died for our sin, so that we can be
forgiven and set free from it. He came to make it possible to know God’s will, to
do his will, and to know God in the process. Amazing, isn’t it?

Like Eve was the designed companion of Adam, so the branch is the intended
companion of the vine. We were made to be one with Christ. When we’re saved,
and connected into him he breathes his life into us. We share his spirit, his life.
‘You, just as I’ is what Jesus says.

Prayer: Awesome Vine, | share your nature. | freshly choose to follow your
example of obedience. Thank you that as | give myself to obedience, you allow
me to experience your strong love.
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Day 23 - JOY
| have told you this, so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete NJohn 15:11

How can | be a joyful Christian? Jesus tells us that everything he has already said
(verses 1-10) is the secret to joy. In other words, to the degree that you’ve been
pondering and practising the truths in the previous 22 days, to that degree your
joy is increasing. Jesus in effect is saying, ‘You can’t have my joy without me. But
if you live as a branch in the vine, you’ll experience deep joy.’

Sometimes we think that a life devoted to Christ will cause pain and strain. But
we don’t realize that much of the pain and strain is sometimes a sign that we’ve
failed to fully entrust their lives to Christ. How can we not be joyful when we hear
him say, ‘Il am the Vine. | promise to do and provide everything. | don’t want
anything from the branch, other than that it surrenders itself fully to me. | will
then enable the branch to be all that it should be.” What a joy to have the Vine
doing the main work! What bliss to think that it’s the Son of God who holds and
sustains us all because of love!

Jesus said, ‘that my joy may be in you.’ That changes our image of Christ, doesn’t
it? He’s not sad, frustrated or angry. He’s joyfull When we consider how Christ
lived in his Father’s love we understand why he was joyful. There’s no joy like
love. There’s no real joy but love. Christ was loved by his Father, and Christ loved
sinners. That is where the joy came from. That’s how Jesus wants us to live. We
live in his love, and we in turn love and live for those around us, no matter how
undeserving they may be. What joy we will experience! What joy we will have
when, like branches, we draw on the Vine’s love, and give ourselves in love to
bear fruit for others. We love with his love, and we experience his own joy. To
bless others is to be blessed.

Jesus said, ‘that your joy may be complete’. The Bible describes God as a fountain
of joy. The way to be completely happy is to have as much of God, his presence
and his will as we can contain. But why do so few of us experience it? Probably,
we don’t really believe that this kind of joy can be found in God and Christ.

Let your God-given hunger for joy drive you to seek it in God. He doesn’t promise
that all will be easy, but a deep joy that doesn’t depend on circumstances is given
to those who entrust themselves totally to the Vine, and to his will.

Prayer: Jesus, you long to share your joy with me. Happy Lord, fill me with your
joy, the joy of receiving and experiencing your love, and the joy of loving and
living for those around me.
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Day 24 - LOVE ONE ANOTHER N
Thisis my command, that you love one another NJohn 15:12

The Father islove. Everything about him is loving. He doesn’t live for himself, but
pours out life and blessing. The Father loves the Son; and he has entrusted
everything to him. He created us in love so that he could invite us into the
fellowship of love, and the joy of sharing his own joy.

Christ is love. He came to reveal and show the Father’s love. His life and death
were all love. He demonstrated his love for us by dying for us, even while we were
undeserving sinners. He is now exalted to the right hand of the Father. Love is his
life. Love is what he gives. The first thought of the Vine is love - living to share his
life with his branches.

The Holy Sprit is love. He allows us to experience the life and the love in the
Father and the Son. Being saved is simply God’s love entering and conquering us.
To the degree that we are consumed by his love, to that degree we have made
progress in our walk with God.

That is why a life in community is so important. Jesus said that we are to love
one another. But how can we love one another if we do not commit to a
community? Think of the vine analogy. The branch is not only one with the branch,
but also one with other branches. They all form one body, drink one Spirit, bear
one fruit. Loving one another should be the most natural thing. Jesus elsewhere
said, ‘This is how people will know that you are my disciples, that you love one
another.’” As the vine is known by the fruit it bears, the community of disciples
should be known by the love they have for one another.

As we remain in Christ’s love, we’ll be energized to love one another. As we love
one another, we’ll be able to more deeply remain in Christ’s love. Let’s learn to
love one another with holy, tender Christ-like love. Think about others; their
failings, their weaknesses, and then pray for and serve them. This may sound
easy, but at times it will be very challenging. Remember that you do not love with
your own love, but with the love that flows to you from the Vine. Let God’s love
fuel your love for others.

Prayer: Father, Son Sqrit, you are a community of love. | receive your love. The
kiss of your love awakens my love in return. | love you. And | choose to love those
disciples amongst whom you have placed me. Let me love even the most
unlovable.
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Day 25 - JUST AS| HAVE LOVED YOU N
This is my command, that you love one another, just as | have loved you NJohn
15:12

Jesus uses the phrase ‘just as | have’ again. The first time was to tell us to
remain in his love and to obey his commands, just as he remains in the Father’s
love and obeys the Father’s commands. Now he tells us that we’re to love one
another, just as he loves us. The branch shares the DNA of the vine. In the same
way, we have the same spiritual DNA as Christ.

In ourselves, we can’t love others like Christ loves us. We’ll fail, and lose any hope
of getting this right. But if we understand that we’ve received the DNA of Christ
implanted in us already, and are vitally connected to Christ then it makes perfect
sense that we can act like him. It is not a matter of how strong or weak we feel,
but of how strong Christ is. Don’t you get it? Christ’s command to love as he loves
is not meant to boost our self-confidence. It’s meant to bring us to our knees,
aware of how frail our love is. Then on our knees we freshly remember that Christ
the Vine is all that we need. The Vine is unlimited in beauty, grace and power.
There, on our knees, we hear Christ whisper into our hearts, ‘My life and nature is
your life and nature. My fullness will fill your emptiness. My Spirit is in you. Don’t
be afraid. By faith accept this. Because | live in you, it’s possible that you can live
and love like me.’

Some ask, ‘Then why do so few Christians experience this?’ The first answer is
that we don’t have a heart-revelation of this mystery of the vine. It’s one thing to
know the vine-branch concept in your head, but another to have the Holy Spirit
open your eyes to see it. The best thing to do is to wait on the Spirit and ask him
to give you a revelation of Christ as your vine, and you as his branch, and that
apart from him you can do nothing, not even love someone truly.

Do you realise that Christ the Vine has the energy to transform you? Why not bow
your knee again. Ask him to forgive and cleanse you of all self-reliance. Then
determine that you’ll live like Christ did, in the love of the Father, doing his will,
loving people from the depth of your being.

Prayer: Jesus, you®e my Vine. I1®n your branch. You command me to love as you
do. And you give me the grace, your own love, to do this. Love people through me
Jesus. Asyou love me, | will love others. Let your Spirit of love work through me.
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Day 26 - CHRIST(S FRIBNDSHIP, part 1.
Greater love has no one than this, that they would lay down their lives for their
friend NJohn 15:13

Jesus has already told us that he loves us just as much as the Father loved him.
But he doesn’t stop there. He proves that love beyond any question: ‘God
demonstrated his love for us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us.” (Romans 5:8) But Christ did not just give himself to and for us once, he
continues to give himself to this second. He loves us by giving his life to us, much
like a vine gives its life to a branch. We are to drink of his life and love. He wants
to be all that we deeply need. He wants to ‘flood our hearts with love by his Holy
Spirit’ (Romans 5:5).

It is one thing giving someone advice, or some help, but another to give our live to
someone. Christ gives like this. He holds nothing back. He wants to give himself to
us, to have and to enjoy. We can never pay him back for this gift of himself. But
we can give him his heart’s desire: we can give ourselves to him in return. This
brings us back to the picture of the vine and the branch: not only does the vine
give itself to the branch, but the branch also gives itself to the vine.

Don’t think understanding this in your head is enough. Rather, join the apostle
Paul and let this prayer come from your heart: ‘I have been crucified with Christ
and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | live in the body, | live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself to me’ (Galatians 2:20).
He gives himself to us in friendship. And we respond by giving ourselves to him.
The friendship is now two-way.

This stuff is mind-blowing. Let’s admit that we don’t understand it, and often
doubt it. Let’s stop leaning on how well we understand it, and rather allow the
Holy Spirit to actually start experiencing it. Christ in love has given himself to me.
And |, in response to his love and friendship, have given myself to him. The basis
for a real friendship is now in place.

Prayer: Christ, you are my friend. You have demonstrated your love on the cross,
and still you pour out your life through your Sgrit. | am conquered by your love.
And choose to love you, and give myself to you too. | am yours, and you are mine!

29




Day 27 - CHRIST( FRIENDSHIP, part 2. N
You are my friends, if you do what | command NJohn 15:14

The essence of Jesus’ love for us is that he gave (on the cross) and still gives (by
his Spirit) himself for us. He now tells us our part in the friendship: we need to do
his will. His love so conquers us that we willingly allow him to have his way. His
love doesn’t only call us to obey but empowers us to do it too. The more we
experience his love, the more we will obey. The more we obey, the more we will
experience his love. Simple.

Christ is looking for a two-way friendship with us. He has shown us that he wants
to be our friend. He offers his life to us completely. But we cannot call it
friendship until we in turn offer our lives completely to him, until we give
ourselves to obey him.

Why do so few of us devote ourselves to obey Christ completely, doing his will
from our hearts without delay? One reason is that we sometimes think that
obedience is an optional extra. We don’t realize that the essence of discipleship is
obedience. Another reason is that we secretly and subtly believe lies like, ‘It is
impossible to obey Christ since we’re just sinful humans’, and ‘I cannot not sin;
it’s something | have to do.” A third reason is that we forget how to relate to
Christ. Our relationship with him becomes clouded and diluted. We don’t wait on
his presence and instructions. We don’t listen for and obey his voice.

Lets recommit ourselves to take Christ’s words literally: ‘You are my friends, if
you do what | command you.’ Surely Christ wants us to say, ‘Christ you offer your
friendship. | long for it. | want to give myself to you too, to do whatever will bring

you joy.’

Here is the amazing thing about friendship-motivated obedience. It’s a delight.
Just think, is it hard to help out a friend? No, it’s a pleasure. In the same way,
obedience in the context of friendship with Christ is not a duty, but a delight. It’s
not something we have to do, but something we want to do. The stronger the
friendship, the more delight we find in bringing joy to that friend. Christ seeks to
win our hearts to friendship with himself. And we evidence how much we value his
friendship, by how much joy we experience in doing his will.

Prayer: O Lord, let your holy friendship lead me into a love of all that you desire
and command. And as | do all that you desire and command, lead me more deeply
into the joy of being your friend.
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Day 28 - CHRIST(S FRIBNDSHIP, part 3.

| no longer call you servants, because servants do not know the master( business.
Instead, | have called you friends, for everything that | learned from the Father |
have made known to you NJohn 15:15

It’s awesome to be called Christ’s servant. In the Bible his people often rejoiced in
calling themselves slaves of Christ. And many times Christ calls his disciples
‘servants’.

So verse 15 comes as a wonderful surprise. Christ wants more than just our service
- he invites us into real friendship, one that holds nothing back, where deepest
secrets are shared.

Servants obey their masters, without understanding the master’s thoughts and
intents. But Jesus is saying that he wants more for us. He wants to share his
thoughts and intents with us. This will deepen not dilute our obedience.

Friendship-obedience is very intimate. When Christ spoke of commands he wasn’t
just referring to the do’s and don’ts of the Bible. He was referring to the leadings
of the Spirit, which are revealed day-by-day, and sometimes hour-by-hour, as we
seek to live out the commands of the Bible. This is what he was referring to when
he said, ‘The Father loves the Son, and shows him everything he does.’ Christ did
the will of God so closely that he could say, ‘It is the Father working in me.’ This
is a very intimate kind of obedience, the obedience of love, the obedience that
comes when God lets us know what he is doing and saying. The Holy Spirit makes
it possible for Christ to communicate with our spirits directly.

Friends delight in spending time with time with another. They trust, listen to and
open up with each other. Wonderfully, we get to be friends with Jesus. That’s why
Christ makes known to us what the Father has told him. Our friendship with him
puts us in a place where he can whisper his secrets and commands to us. And as
we believe and obey what he tells us, our friendship only grows stronger.

Prayer: | know | don@ deserve your friendship, but you give it any way. | receive
and rejoice in your love, your warmth, your whispers, your wisdom. | give myself
to love and obey you with all my heart.
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Day 29 - | CHOSE YOU

You did not choose me, but | chose you, and appointed you to go and bear
fruit, fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask for
in my name BJohn 15:16

Branches don’t choose their vine. Rather the vine grows the branch of its own
choice. Jesus in this verse says that in the same way we didn’t choose Christ.
He chose us. Obviously in one sense we did choose Christ. But Jesus wants us
to know there is another side to this coin. Christ highlights in this teaching, as
he does in other places, that before we could choose Christ, he first chose us.
It was as he chose us that he enabled us to choose him. His call on our hearts
enabled us to call out for salvation. If he had not called us, we wouldn’t have
been able to call on him. The vine is the main thing, not the branch. In the
same way, our salvation starts and ends in Christ. This is meant to humble us,
and give us great security. We’re in the hands of Christ, and his hands are
good!

But why did he choose us? We see that he chose us and appointed us to bear
fruit. This is our destiny: to be transformed in such a way that we bless others
with our words, friendship, efforts, prayers and changed lives. When thinking
about the fact God chooses us, don’t get caught up with deeper meanings,
and even abuse it to try exclude people, who you see as ‘unchosen’. Let’s
remember that Christ chooses us for the simple, glorious purpose of blessing
lives through us.

According to this verse, Jesus blesses us as branches in two ways. Firstly, he
enables us to bear fruit in the world, in our generation. Second, we may have
power in prayer as we draw on the resources of heaven. This should fill us
with so much confidence. He chose us to be blessed and to be a blessing. He
chose us to bear fruit and to change lives and situations through prayer. This
should make us humble and happy. It should call us to deep dependence and
elated expectancy. God has called us for a purpose, and he will see to it that
we have everything we need to fulfil it. He will certainly take us into heaven
too. What security comes from being chosen!

Prayer: Wow, God, youQe chosen me to bear fruit that lasts, and to pray
prayersthat bring down your power. | can relax and rejoice in the fact that
since you chose me, you will also equip and empower me to do everything
you want me to do. Amazing!
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Day 30 - FRUT THAT LASTS

You did not choose me, but | chose you, and appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask for in my
name NJohn 15:16

Some fruit last long, other fruit rots quickly. In the same way, when it comes to
trying to serve, strengthen, bless, reach and impact people, whether they are
fellow-Christians or not yet Christians, sometimes the results are short-lived, and
other times the results continue for generations or into eternity. If our ministry is
of God, and we remain in him then we can join Paul in saying, ‘My preaching was
not with persuasive words of wisdom, but rather with a demonstration of the
Spirit’s power, so that your faith should not be placed in the wisdom of humans,
but rather in the power of God.’ Said another way, the more we depend on God’s
Spirit, the more enduring the results.

How do we bear fruit in our efforts? The answer is simple. Remain in Christ with
all your heart. Delight in him. Draw grace from him. Allow the Gardener to prune
your tendency to rely on your own intelligence, talent, strategies or
determination.

Why does Jesus say ‘go’? In the same way that a branch reaches out, and extends
itself, so we cannot expect to isolate ourselves, or make no effort to build
relationships with people. We must take initiative as God leads to go to where the
people are, whether that means going to school or work, or even on a mission trip
to another nation. If we don’t ‘go’ how will people taste our fruit? (That’s one
reason why losing relational contact with non-Christian people is such a tragedy).

Christ chose you to bear fruit that lasts for years, for generations, even into
eternity. The life of Christ flows out of heaven into my life, so that the fruit that
comes from my life would find its way back to heaven.

Do you partner with Christ in serving your church and this world? If so, then ask
yourself if you’re seeing any lasting results in the lives of people you serve and
love. Your gifts and passion are not enough. You need the life and power of God.
And you can only have that if you learn to live moment by moment in dependence
on the Vine and the Spirit. Fruit will follow you if you live like this. Christ wants
you to bear fruit (v2), more fruit (v2), much fruit (v8) and enduring fruit (v16).

Prayer: God, youQre chosen me to go and bear fruit that will last. | receive your
gracious call on my life. | choose to go to where the people are. | choose to
remain in the grace-filled Vine. | lay down my life for your purposes. | expect to
bear fruit that will last forever.
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Day 31 - POWERRJL PRAYER
| appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last. Then the Father will give
you whatever you ask for in my name NJohn 15:16

Jesus in verse one of this parable introduced himself as the Vine, and the Father
as the Gardener. Now, in the closing verse of the parable, he wraps up his
teaching like this: bear fruit for the Vine, and pray to the Gardener. Fruit is the
sign that we have a deep relationship with Christ. And prayer is the sign that we
have a deep relationship with the Father. These are two great secrets in the
Christians life.

‘Then the Father will give you whatever you ask for in my name.’ Let’s explore
this. Firstly, notice the word @henO It’s only as we live the branch-life, a life
dedicated to intimacy with Christ, fullness of the Spirit and fruitfulness to bless
the world, that our prayers become powerful. Living the branch-life will make us
pray often, and with great confidence too.

Jesus said, Whatever you ask forO Jesus was speaking to disciples who had
devoted themselves to the mission of reaching, serving and blessing the world.
They had laid down their lives for the purposes of Christ. So you can imagine, that
they were not praying for themselves, as much as for fruitfulness in all they did.
They took Christ at his word. Amazingly, Christ gave them, and gives us, the keys
to the King’s storehouse. There are blessings, and power, and resources in heaven
that we need to pray down to fulfil the mission. What a privilege! What a
responsibility!

Loved disciple, pursue as your highest priority to be a person of prayer. This is a
sign that God has won your heart and that you find greater delight in what God
has, than what this world has. Persevering, believing prayer is a sign that you’re
living for others, not just for yourself. As you pray, God uses you as a channel of
his grace. Just when you thought that bearing fruit on earth was as good as it got,
you discover that moving the heart of God to action by prayer is even better.

Jesus said that we should pray to the Father in the name of the Son. We pray to
the Father, but the reason we have access to him at all is because we are united
to his Son, the Vine. Awesome.

Prayer: Father, | come to you in the name of Jesus. | ask that you would teach me
how to pray with boldness, perseverance and faith. Let my whole life be one of
endless prayer. Thank you that you promise that you will give me whatever | ask
for.
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