DNA Session Three – PART OF THE TEAM, part 2.

Note to those elders (eldership couples) taking the session: The goals of this time are: 1) To let them get to know you better, after all we cannot expect them to entrust their lives to our leadership and care if we haven’t let them get to know us in some way. 2) To let them catch the heart of this church, so be sure not to overload them with information without letting them catch our passion. 3) To make it clear what we are calling them to, if they want to become part of the family and team. 4) To keep energy levels in the room high with periodic interactive or solo-reflective exercises throughout the time. Also feel free to cover some material that you deem less important rapidly, and slow down on that material that you deem more important. 

After a snack, or some get-to-know you activity, tell them about yourself as an elder or eldership couple. Share with them how you met, how you become part of this church, what you do in your spare time.  

INTRODUCTION

Last week we spoke of Christ calls us to bless our city and beyond as a church!  That’s our mission. And the first two ways we do that are to 1) Build up the body and 2) Live for the lost. 

Today, we look at the last three ways: 3) Extend to the ends, 4) Serve those who suffer and 5) Salt and light all of life and society. So let’s go…

We want to finish with ‘extend to the ends’ so we will deal with them backwards (ie 5) then 4) then 3)). 

5) SALT AND LIGHT LIFE AND SOCIETY

In Matthew 5:13-15 Jesus said, ‘You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer useful for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.’

In this teaching we see that Christ’s heart beats for all of life and society. And that he expects that our faith will positively impact and shape every aspect of our life, and every sphere of society…

Brief solo exercise: What are the various aspects of your life? (Eg sport, husband, finances etc) Write them down.

Now that you have listed these areas, realize that God is interested in them all. He wants to teach you how to live out his salt and light in each of them. Looking at your own list mark the one area of your life where you feel that your faith in Christ most needs to impact.

Brief interactive exercise: What sector or sphere of society do you work in, or are you involved in?  (Eg banking, arts, school etc) Briefly share this in pairs.

There are many sectors or spheres of society. In this room alone there are so many (list them). But the point I am making from Matthew 5:13-16 is that Christ is profoundly interested in them all. He is very eager that our faith will work itself out in our involvement in society. Besides, work is what we spend most of our time doing – and if our faith doesn’t vitally impact it, then our Christianity is seriously flawed.

There are a few mains ways your faith can impact your work:

1) You can realize that God has put you there to impact the people there. Perhaps you can reach them for Christ. After all, work provides so many opportunities for building friendships and having all kinds of conversations. We sometimes say about our church, ‘Friends First is still being planted – because we’re not fully planted in this city till our members penetrate every single sphere and sector of this city.’ 

2) You can make sure that you evidence the character of Christ by how honest, diligent, team-working, courageous and persevering you are. You must refuse to lose your saltiness, said Jesus. I believe Christians should be the most treasured employees of any company simply because the fruits of Christlikeness also happen to be the traits of a treasured employee. 

3) You can strive to serve and better others through your work, after all God’s purpose in work is not primarily the earning of money, but the loving service of others. Work is love made visible. 

One more thing: ‘God@work’ is a ministry in Friends First that 

4) SERVE THOSE WHO SUFFER 

Listen to his teaching in Luke 10:30-37: 

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"  27 He answered, " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind' [c]; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' " 28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"

    30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins[e] and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'  36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"  37The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."  Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."

There is no doubt about it: Christ wants us to serve those who suffer, those who are marginalized, those who are disadvantaged. Amazingly, Jesus in Matthew 25 makes it clear that whenever we feed the hungry, give the thirsty something to drink, find homes from the homeless, clothe the clothe-less, and visit the prisoner that we really are serving him. 

As a church we are giving ourselves to serve those who suffer. We are learning some lessons:

· Serve suffering people with great humility.

· Create dignity not dependence in those we serve.

· Partner with credible organizations. 

· Meet their spiritual needs, not just their practical needs. 

There are three ways you can get involved….
1) Give money to the Friends First Foundation. Also, if you have influence in your company, encourage them to give toward it. Note that there are tax benefits.

2) Another option is to choose a career that directly or indirectly serves those who suffer.

3) But most obviously, get involved in one the many Social Impact Ministries.

Interactive exercise: Scan through the opportunities on the website (click on Social Impact) or in the SIM booklet. Explore them. Which one or two would you like to visit, or experiment in?

In groups of 3 or 4 share:

· What need in our city do you feel most burdened about? 

· Is there any social impact ministry that will enable you to get involved? 

3) EXTEND TO THE ENDS

In Matthew 24:14 Jesus said, ‘the Gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations and then the end will come.’

In Acts 1:8 Jesus said, ‘You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Jesus in these and other verses made it clear that his heart beats for ‘the ends of the earth’. Every Christian needs to be a global Christian. We cannot only be concerned about our own church, our own city, our own country! Jesus makes it clear that the burning desire of every Christian’s heart should be that Christ is famous in every nation, in every city, town, hamlet everywhere!

In the book of Acts we notice the church did their best to do just that. They did it in two ways:

1) They sought to plant and establish vibrant churches everywhere.  Still today the best way to impact any area or city is not to just send missionaries in, but to plant and establish many local churches! That’s why in the coming years many leaders will leave our church to plant or take over churches elsewhere. 

2) Each church partnered with an apostolic team. For example it appears that Paul, Peter and John all had their own apostolic teams. From their example we see that an apostolic team has three main goals: 

a. They would seek to break open new areas for the Gospel, facilitating the planting of new churches, and adopting disconnected churches. 

b. They would ordain elders who then became the highest authority in that church. 

c. They would be invited by the elders to minister into the church so that the church grew stronger and stronger. 

God is restoring this truth to the church throughout the world. Through our unique history, we as a church have chosen to build relationship with and partner with and invite the ministry of an apostolic team, the New Covenant Ministry International team.

Media clip: More about the NCMI team’s roots and values. Explore www.ncmi.tv and watch the 16-minute long video called, ‘roots and values’ for more about this team.

So now that you’ve got a little of the ‘heart’ of the NCMI team, let me tell you some practical ways Friends First partners with them: 

· They ordain our elders.

· They build relationships with the eldership team.

· We invite some of them to minister to our church and leaders.

· We partner with them by providing workers and funds.

· Rigby and Sue are on the NCMI team.

· We send teams to Leadership Training Times (LTTs).

· We pray for what God is doing in the nations.

· We sometimes send key people to serve in other churches that relate to the NCMI team, sometimes newly planted and sometimes already established, around the world. 

What can you do?

1) Get to the termly Cape Relating Leaders meetings where we join with other churches, and receive the ministry of someone from the NCMI team.

2) Go on a short-term trip to another city, culture or nation. Listen out for teams that are going. 

3) Come to the prayer meetings and join us as we pray for the nations. 

4) Get involved and equipped so that over time you will be an asset to any church in the world, starting with this one.

TO SUM UP

In the DNA course we have explored how a Friends Firster is someone who is firstly part of the family, and secondly part of the team.

And to be part of the team means that you increasingly put your energies, your talents, your time, your heart, your ideas, your money alongside the rest of the church as together we seek to BLESS the city and beyond…

· Build up the body

· Live for the lost

· Extend to the ends

· Serve those who suffer

· Salt and light life and society

Since Christ’s heart beats for his own body, the church, and for the lost, and for the ends of the world, and for those who suffer, and for all of life and society, I don’t think he will be satisfied till your heart beats for all these people and things too! 

Tell them what happens next – namely an elder will contact them for some coffee and will be ready to answer their questions, and will see if they are willing to be part of the family, part of the team. 

