MESSAGE SUMMARY
So that others may live – Terran Williams

1) MESSAGE SUMMARY

Some insights from Acts 8:26-40…

Verse 26 - now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 

· Be available to God using you to point people to Christ.

27So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian[4] eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians.

· Anticipate that God will sovereignly connect your life with seeking people.

This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet.

· Realise that people are increasingly open to spirituality but have their back to. This means two things: 

· We should not expect people to come to church – we need to go to them!

· Let’s rediscover spiritual community the way God intends it! 

 29The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it." 30Then Philip ran up to the chariot … 

· Expect God to put certain people on your heart and then stay with them.

· Who are the people that God has put on your heart?

· What are you doing to stay with them? To keep the relationship alive? 

… and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. 
31"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

· Look for gaps to get into spiritual conversations.


32The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: 
   "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
       and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, 
       so he did not open his mouth. 
    33In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
       Who can speak of his descendants? 
       For his life was taken from the earth."[5] 
34The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?" 35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

· Love and communicate the Gospel in different ways. 

 
36As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?"[6] 38And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.

· Be deeply convinced that pointing people to Christ is the greatest blessing you could give them.

 40Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

· Be passionate about the Gospel spreading both far away and right at home. 

TEAM IDEAS – We will be more effective if we as Friends First team in our efforts!

a. Let’s keep encouraging each other… 

b. Let’s invite people into our homes. 

c. Let’s back this community financially. 

d. Let’s invite people on Sundays…

e. Let’s invite people to special days… eg Christmas

f. Let’s maximise the use of Ignite

g. Let’s invite people to God Sessions

h. Let’s do whatever it takes to help people to spiritual safety …

2) SUGGESTED OPENER

a. Tell everyone to close their eyes and get someone who reads well to read the Parable of the Life-Saving Station (see below)

3) SUGGESTED QUESTIONS

a. What impacts you from that parable?

b. What impacted you most from Terran’s talk?

c. What impacted you most from the interview with Mike and Angie?

d. Share any times in the last month or so that God sovereignly caused your life to intersect with a seeking person? What happened?

e. Share any times in the last month or so that you had opportunity for spiritual conversations with people who are not Christians. How did it go? What did you learn?

f. Who are the 3 to 6 people that God has most put on your heart at the moment? What are you doing to ‘chase their chariot’ or to stay with them?

4) SUGGESTED LANDING

a. As a group freshly commit yourselves in prayer to ‘re-order your lives to include and involve lost people’.

b. Plan a social that will be great to invite some people to who are not in the church. 

PARABLE OF THE LIFE-SAVING STATION

A Parable of a Lighthouse

On a dangerous seacoast where shipwrecks often occur there was a once a crude little life-saving station. The building was just a hut, and there was only one boat, but the few devoted members kept a constant watch over the sea, and with no thought for themselves, they went out day or night tirelessly searching for the lost.

Many lives were saved by this wonderful little station, so that it became famous. Some of those who were saved, and various others in the surrounding areas, wanted to become associated with the station and give of their time and money and effort for the support of its work. New boats were bought and new crews were trained. The little life-saving station grew.

Some of the new members of the life-saving station were unhappy that the building was so crude and so poorly equipped. They felt that a more comfortable place should be provided as the first refuge of those saved from the sea.

So they replaced the emergency cots with beds and put better furniture in an enlarged building. Now the life-saving station became a popular gathering place for its members, and they re-decorated it beautifully and furnished it as a sort of club.

Less of the members were now interested in going to sea on life-saving missions, so they hired life boat crews to do this work.

The mission of life-saving was still given lip-service but most were too busy or lacked the necessary commitment to take part in the life-saving activities personally.

About this time a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired crews brought in boat loads of cold, wet, and half-drowned people.

They were dirty and sick, and some of them had black skin, and some spoke a strange language, and the beautiful new club was considerably messed up. So the property committee immediately had a shower house built outside the club where victims of shipwreck could be cleaned up before coming inside.

At the next meeting, there was a split in the club membership. Most of the members wanted to stop the club's life-saving activities as being unpleasant and a hindrance to the normal life pattern of the club.

But some members insisted that life-saving was their primary purpose and pointed out that they were still called a life-saving station. But they were finally voted down and told that if they wanted to save the life of all the various kinds of people who were shipwrecked in those waters, they could begin their own life-saving station down the coast. They did.

As the years went by, the new station experienced the same changes that had occurred in the old. They evolved into a club and yet another life-saving station was founded.

If you visit the seacoast today you will find a number of exclusive clubs along that shore. Shipwrecks are still frequent in those waters, only now most of the people drown.
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