RYAN LEAD PRAYER…

NEXT WEEK – RIGBY IS SPEAKING ‘SHOULDER TO SHOULDER’

Intro…

TURN TO JOHN 17

This week --- terrible week! 

ME vs WE

Three reasons – last week – Community is God’s dream.

This week … TITLE: THE POWER OF THREE 

God is a communal being … so should we be…

Outline… 1) God is Triune 2) How it impacts our relationships!

God is Triune. God is Trinity. 

The word ‘trinity’ is not found in the Bible, 4 main truths… 

1. There is one God, not three.

Muslims…

2. The Father is God. The Son is God. The Spirit is God. 
Father, Son and Spirit are all ‘God’. 
share the same divine qualities:

· All three are eternal – 

· All three are all-knowing 

· All three are called glorious –

all involved in doing divine work: 
· All three created the world –

· All three are involved in Jesus’ ministry – 

· All three work to accomplish salvation in people –

· All three indwell believers and the church – 

· All three currently direct the mission of the church 
So there is one God, who is Father, Son and Spirit. But there is more…

3. But mysteriously, the Father is not the Son who is not the Spirit. 
Baptism… distinct

They are distinct / masks!

4. Community of joyful, overflowing love!

Jesus at his baptism…

enveloped by the Father’s words – words of love and affection. 

enveloped by the Spirit’s presence – a touch of support and strength

Define doctrine… 

The Bible teaches there is one God who eternally exists as three distinct persons—Father, Son, and Spirit—who are each fully and equally God – in a community of joyful, overflowing love.
Some of you may be saying, ‘How can I believe in something I can’t comprehend?’ 

1) 2 cor 13 - the grace of Jesus, the love of God and the fellowship of the Spirit  -  We can experience what we cannot comprehend! 

2) Incomprehensible… 

3) the God of the Bible is not a fabrication. 

4) Some helpful but limited analogies – 

a. H20 – imagine a jar with water, steam, ice 

So God is Triune. So what? Well, the fact that God is triune changes everything about how we relate! 
John 17… 

Point One: The Community of Three empowers joyful relationships!

Listen to the wonderful relationships described within the Trinity… 

5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.

24 you loved me before the creation of the world. 

Home analogy

God is not boring … legalistic … 

Perichoresis…
Now listen to see how Christ invites us into the dance…

3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 

3 "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me,

3 (Father), you have loved them even as you have loved me.

26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."

Not religion!

Not just forgiveness!

Saved into relationship – we join the dance!

Self-centred life is so mundane!

One theologian: ‘“If we are Christians we have been included in the great dance of life shared by the Father, Son and Spirit. This dance  is not now a goal to be achieved, a dream for us to attain some day later when we finally get our religion right. It means that there is far more going on in our lives right now than we ever dreamed.” 
Christ-follower…  put up the music!

Not-yet Christ-follower… join the dance!

That’s why community with this Triune God at the centre should be marked by joyful relationships! 

 ‘They met in each other’s homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts’ (Acts 2:46). 

· They’re getting to know each other. 

· They’re celebrating their relationships. 

· They’re praying together and praying for each other. 

· They’re being real with each other – real about their struggles and sins. 

· They’re having a blast.

And notice practically that… 

· They’re opening their homes to each other. 

· Home groups – all about that next week!

· If you’re a perfectionist…

· They’re eating together. 

· Next week ‘Who’s com

· If you’re a perfectionist… 

‘Weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice.’ 

Happiness statistics!

‘Terran, I’m not by nature a sociable person’ … 

Point Two: The Community of Three empowers loving relationships!

God is love. (1 John 4:18)

Only the God of the Bible truly has love as his eternal essence!

Have you received the love of God yet? 

We see a picture of how we should love one another 

1 Holy Father, protect them … so that they may be one as we are one.

20 I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.

22 that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.

Standard of love…

Source of love…

· complete mutuality and equality in the Triune God. 

· defer to and honour one another. 

· love each other and know each other totally. 

· absolute trust and security, and no sign of suspicion. 

· tirelessly pour out their lives for one another. 

· always communicating and acting interdependently. 

· Making decisions --- 

The person who neglects relationships dashes themselves against the rocks of reality. 

Pity the Christ-follower on their own…

Point Three: The Community of Three empowers outward-focused relationships!

God is outward-focused.

1 "Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.

3 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.

6 "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.

18 As you sent me into the world … 

Overflowing love motivates all God does… 

We’re all in danger of settling for inward-focused community. 
Jesus commissions us to be an outward-focused community. 
18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 

L E S S  - 

Being on mission together only intensifies our relationships. 
The Community of Three empowers our relationships to be J L O

Group 1 – Christ-followers – receive God’s love / love God / love one

Group 2 – not yet Christ-followers – God’s inviting you into the dance! 


-Will you surrender to God’s love?  John 17:3 

Talk Title: The Power of Three
God is Triune.

2) There is one God, not three.

3) The Father is God. The Son is God. The Spirit is God. 
4) But mysteriously, the Father is not the Son who is not the Spirit. 

A definition: 
The Trinity is one God who eternally exists as three distinct persons—Father, Son, and Spirit—who are each fully and equally God – in a community of joyful, overflowing love.
1) The Community of Three empowers joyful relationships.

John 17…
5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.

24 you loved me before the creation of the world. 

John 17…
3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 

13 "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me,

23 (Father), you have loved them even as you have loved me.

26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."

Acts 2:46…

They met in each other’s homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.

2) The Community of Three empowers loving relationships.

1 John 4:18…

God is love. 

John 17…
1 Holy Father, protect them … so that they may be one as we are one.

20 I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.

22 that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.

3) The Community of Three empowers outward-focused relationships.

John 17…
1 "Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.

3 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.

6 "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.

18 As you sent me into the world … 

John 17…
18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 

The Community of Three

empowers our relationships to be

joyful

loving

outward-focused
Talk Title: The Power of Three
Series: WE vs ME, part 2 of 3

Big Idea: God is triune, and the relationships in the Trinity empower our relationships in community!

Doctrinal emphasis: The doctrine of the Trinity and the nature of the Trinitarian relationships both as the standard and source of Christian relationships.  

Main Scripture: John 17

Intro…

I came across an interesting study recently. 276 people volunteered to be exposed to the common cold virus. (I can’t help but wonder who would say, “I want a cold; pick me!”) In this study, researchers discovered that 1) people who had strong relational connections were four times better at fighting off illness than those who didn’t; 2) people with strong relational connections were significantly less susceptible to catching cold, had fewer viruses in their system, and produced less mucous.

It may sound a bit gross, but we now have the research to finally prove that people who refuse community life really are snottier than people than those who choose to do life and faith together! Ha ha. 

In this series, ME vs We we’re challenging you all to move from ME to WE. Now this commitment to living in community is a big one – and you will need more than a moment’s inspiration – you will need the deepest reasons possible, so in the three talks of this series, we are giving you three reasons that are so massive and deep, that if you will get them, they will motivate you for life to do life and faith together rather than alone. 
Last week the first reason we gave was: Community is God’s dream. We learnt that God has a dream – a dream that clearly emerges as you follow the story line of the whole Bible – the story of creation, fall, promise, Christ, church and the new heavens and earth. His dream: that me would change to we. That we would learn to live in community with each other with him at the centre. 

This week the reason we explore is: God is a Communal Being and because he is communal, so should we be. Using more theological language, God is triune. And because he is Triune relationship is at the very heart of this universe! 

Let me first briefly explain what I mean when I say God is Triune – and then give three ways that this changes our way of relating. 

God is Triune. God is Trinity. 

The word ‘trinity’ is not found in the Bible, but it attempts to describe three main truths about God that are clearly found in the Bible…

5) There is one God, not three.

In my conversations with some Muslims, they believe Christians are polytheistic. They say, you believe in ‘The Father, The Son and Mary’. But of course they’re mistaken. First, Mary is not part of the Trinity. Second, Christians have always believed in one true God. 1 Timothy 2:5 says it clearly: ‘There is one God!’ 

6) The Father is God. The Son is God. The Spirit is God. 
Father, Son and Spirit are all ‘God’. This is where things get interesting. The Bible directly calls all three God. The Bible tells us that the Father is God. For example, John 6 speaks of “God the Father”. The Bible tells us the Holy Spirit is God. For example, in Acts 5 Peter uses the Holy Spirit and God interchangeably.  And the Bible says Jesus is God. For example, John 1:1,14 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:1, 14). And in John 20:28, Thomas says to Jesus, ‘My Lord and my God!’ and Jesus receives the worship. 

The Bible shows that the Father, the Son and the Spirit all share the same divine qualities:

(F=Father, S=Son, HS=Holy Spirit) (Note to preacher: don’t give the references and keep moving quickly through this part)

· All three are eternal – F (Rom 16:26), S (Isa 9:6), HS (Heb 9:14)

· All three are all-knowing – F (Isa 40:13,14), S (John 21:17), HS (1 Cor 2:10-11)

· All three are called glorious – F – Acts 7:2, S – Jn 1:14, Hs – 2 Cor 3:8,18
The Bible also reveals that the Father, the Son and the Spirit are all involved in doing divine work: 
· All three created the world – Ge 1:1-3, Jn 1:3-4

· All three are involved in Jesus’ ministry – Acts 10:38

· All three work to accomplish salvation in people – 1 Pe 1:2

· All three indwell believers and the church – Eph 2:22

· All three currently direct the mission of the church – F – Acts 14:27, S – Matt 28:18-20, HS – Acts 13:2,4
So there is one God, who is Father, Son and Spirit. But there is more…

7) The Father is not the Son who is not the Spirit. 
The three are distinct from each other. This is where things get really interesting. Since the Father is God, and the Son is God and the Spirit is God, logic would tell us then that the Father is the Son who is the Spirit. But the Bible makes it clear that the Father is not the Son, the Son is not the Spirit, and the Spirit is not the Father.  They don’t just collapse into each other. They are not just three roles that God plays – they are not three masks that God wears depending on the situation at hand. They are three distinct beings within God. And they have eternally co-existed as equals! And therein lies the mystery!

So let me now define what I mean by Trinity: 

The Trinity is one God who eternally exists as three distinct persons—Father, Son, and Spirit—who are each fully and equally God – in a community of joyful, overflowing love.
By the way, when I say that all three are persons, I don’t mean that God the Father or God the Spirit became human beings. Rather, it means that each member of the Trinity thinks, acts, feels, speaks, and relates because they are persons and not impersonal forces.

(Note to preacher: a brief apologetic side-bar…) 

Some of you may be saying, ‘How can I believe in something I can’t comprehend?’  Great question. Let me answer by saying three things: 

1) I agree that the fact that God is one and three all at the same time is almost impossible to comprehend. But the solution is to experience the threeness of God, to be baptized in the reality of Father, Son and Spirit (Matt 28:19) and to experience the grace of Jesus, the love of God and the fellowship of the Spirit (2 Cor13:14). I may not be able to understand how IPODS work, but I can still experience them. Same with the Trinity – I cannot comprehend how God is one and three at the same time – yet I experience God as ONE – and I experience God as Father, God as Spirit. God as Son. So my experience of God as such helps me! 

2) It is precisely God’s incomprehensibility that helps me to worship God. A God without mystery is a God I cannot worship. If I could understand God totally, I would not be in awe of him. 

3) The doctrine of the Trinity is, for me, one more evidence that the God of the Bible is not a fabrication. Who would have ever sat down and said, ‘Let’s make up a God that will be popularly received’ and then come up with God as Father, Son and Spirit? No one. The threeness of the One God comes as a surprise to everyone – including the early church!

So God is Triune. So what? Well, the fact that God is triune changes everything about how we relate! Let’s turn to John 17, where Jesus prays to the Father in front of his disciples. In these verses, we get an up close and personal view of the relationships within the Trinity… 

We will bounce around John 17 for the rest of the sermon. I have three points…

Point One: The Community of Three empowers joyful relationships!

Listen to the wonderful relationships described within the Trinity… 

5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.

10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.

24 you loved me before the creation of the world. 

There is great joy and vibrant life within God. In a home where people love each other with great harmony and joy – we can say there is life in that home. But in a home where people fight and compete and hurt and ignore each other – there is not life at all. That being said, what is heaven like? There is great love, joy, harmony – and as a result there is great LIFE there! 

If you thought God is dull, or a divine bookkeeper, who watches us like a hawk to see if we keep his little rules, we have got him so wrong. God is a circle of passion and life and fellowship. The Triune relationships fill the Three with great joy, fullness, love, delight, passion, harmony and wholeness!

Theologians over the centuries have used the analogy of a dance to describe these relationships. The Father, the Son and the Spirit eternally dance around each other in love and joy – each one delighting in the others. Wow!
Now listen to see how Christ invites us into the dance…

3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 

13 "I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them.

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me,

23 (Father), you have loved them even as you have loved me.

26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them."

Sadly, Christians so often think the main thing Jesus came to do was to forgive our sins so that we are no longer in trouble with God, who is Holy! But there is so much more. A Christian is meant to be someone who, by faith in Christ, has joined the dance! We realize that the self-centred life is the mundane one – the life circling around a God we love, who circles around us in love – that’s life!  

One theologian said it like this, ‘“If we are Christians we have been included in the great dance of life shared by the Father, Son and Spirit. This dance  is not now a goal to be achieved, a dream for us to attain some day later when we finally get our religion right. It means that there is far more going on in our lives right now than we ever dreamed.” 
If you have already trusted in Christ, then I hope this message helps you to hear the music. If you haven’t yet – you’re invited to join the dance, to come alive to the love and joy of God that is revealed in Jesus. 

That’s why community with this Triune God at the centre should be marked by joyful relationships! 

Listen to the relationships in the very first church in Jerusalem: ‘They met in each other’s homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts’ (Acts 2:46). That’s joyful relationships…

· They’re getting to know each other. And so should we. (And don’t forget that the simplest way to get to know someone is to ask them lots of questions about their past, their family, their interests, their dreams, their faith.) 

· They’re celebrating their relationships. And so should we. 

· They’re praying together and praying for each other. And so should we.

· They’re being real with each other – real about their struggles and sins. And so should we. 

· They’re having a blast – I can imagine that the greatest laughter happening in all Jerusalem is pouring out of the homes where Christ-followers and seekers are meeting.

And notice practically that… 

· They’re opening their homes to each other. And so should we. If you’re a perfectionist, and you think you can only invite people over when your home is perfectly neat, please stop it. No need to impress anyone, we’re building family not hosting Top Billing.

· They’re eating together. And so should we. That’s why we encourage small groups to, when they meet, to start with a meal. If you’re a perfectionist, and you feel you can only invite people over if the food is going to be cordon bleu, please stop it. If Jesus handed out fish and toast, then so can you. 

One verse says in Romans 12 says that in community we get to ‘Weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice.’ Do you know what happens when you weep, and there are people who are weeping with you? Your sorrows are halved in their intensity. Pity the person who weeps alone. And do you know what happens when you rejoice, and people are rejoicing with you. Your joys are doubled. Pity the person who rejoices alone. 

Do you get what we learn from God? We were made for community. We were made to find and follow Jesus together. We were made to do life together. This may interest you – the statistics all say that the single greatest predictor of a person’s happiness is not how much money they have, how much fame or status they achieve, how much they know or travel or eat. The single greatest predictor of how happy a person is how many vibrant relationships you have, how many people you eat with on a regular basis. For example, according to one study, joining a group that meets even just once a month produces the same happiness gain as doubling your income. 

Perhaps some of you are thinking,  ‘I’m a quiet person. I like my privacy. I struggle to have too many people in my life, in my home.’ Let me respond by saying that some of us draw more energy from solitude, and some of us draw more energy from being with people. Perhaps you draw energy from solitude and that’s why you need it. And that is how God has wired you. Fair enough. If that’s you and you’re a Christ-follower, however, the default setting of your life should be: ‘I am a community person, but I need to schedule alone time to regain energy’ rather than ‘I am a solo person, and I will schedule some time to be with people.’ If you’re going to significantly move forward in Christ, you’ve got to lay down your identity as a private, withdrawn person. I know that it will be harder work for you than an extrovert, but it promises to be just as rewarding! 

I realize that so many people in this meeting may feel lonely in a crowd. Surrounded by so many people, and yet you don’t feel deeply connected to any of them. That’s one main reason that we have small groups! If you’re not yet in a small group, then go with someone you know who is in one, and also sign up today at the Involvement Desk to visit one to two. We have close on 80 in this church. 

Point Two: The Community of Three empowers loving relationships!

God is love.

When the Bible tells us ‘God is love’ (1 John 4:18), it is telling us more than that he loves us. It is telling us that love is the essence of God. Imagine God was not Triune? This would mean that he only became a God of love once he created us. Because if we were not around he would be a totally solitary being. That being the case, we could not say, ‘God is love.’ Because love would not be his essence. But because God is Trinue we can say that God in his essence is love. Before we existed the Father, Son and Spirit experienced and expressed love! That is why we can say that God didn’t create us because he was looking for love, but because he had so much to share! 

The very music that made the universe is the music of love, the love within God that flows over to us. God invites us to receive his love. Have you yet received the love of God that Christ and the Holy Spirit make available to you? 

When we see the love in the Trinity, we see a picture of how we should love one another. In verse 24 Jesus prayed, ‘you loved me before the creation of the world’ (And in John 14:31 Jesus says, “I love the Father.”). 
Listen to how Jesus wants us to love each other in the same way the Father, the Son and the Spirit love one another… 

1 Holy Father, protect them … so that they may be one as we are one.

20 I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.

22 that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.

Think about this. 1) The love within the Trinity inspires our love for each other. It sets the standard. It provides a compelling example of how relationships should be. But it does more than that… 2) The love within the Trinity empowers our relationships. As we unite around the Triune God of love, that love spreads through our lives, and through our relationships. Our relationships become increasingly powered by the love of God…

· There is complete mutuality and equality in the Triune God. And we’re learning to have more mutuality and equality in our relationships. 

· They three defer to and honour one another. And we’re learning to defer to and honour each other more and more. 

· They love each other and know each other totally. And we’re learning to love and know each other more and more.

· There is absolute trust and security, and no sign of suspicion. And we’re learning to trust each other more and more. 

· They tirelessly pour out their lives for one another. And we’re learning to give of ourselves for one another. 

· They are one. And we’re learning to become increasingly united in spirit and purpose and relationship.

· They’re always communicating and acting interdependently. And we too need to learn to communicate with others, and seek the perspective of people when making big decisions. 

On this last point, if you are a Christian and yet when you are trying to make a big decision like starting a relationship, getting married, moving to another city, quitting a job etc – and you only pray about it, but don’t seek the perspective of fellow-disciples and perhaps some shepherding leaders, you’re missing it totally. 

The person who neglects relationships dashes themselves against the rocks of reality. We were made for relationship. We were created for community. So many people in our city prioritize wealth and independence and pleasure and success over relationships. There is nothing wrong with these things, but when we put them over and above our relationships we cut across everything God intended for us – and we end up hurting ourselves and one another in ways you could never imagine!

In the same way, the Christian who tries to follow God alone without deeply involving themselves in a spiritual community is setting themselves up for personal frustration and spiritual fruitlessness. They are like someone who dances all alone. 

Point Three: The Community of Three empowers outward-focused relationships!

God is outward-focused.

Listen to how outward-focused the relationships within the Trinity are…

1 "Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.

3 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.

6 "I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.

18 As you sent me into the world … 

One theologian comments on verses like these:‘The love of the triune God spills beyond the boundaries of the trinitarian members to encompass all creation.’ The love in God is what caused him to create a universe as well as life as well as image-bearing humans. The love of God is what has kept him involved in the world. The love of God is what caused him to send Jesus to the earth. The love of God is what makes him want to restore all things one day! The love of God is what causes him to reach out to you and me, wooing us towards himself. In other words, it is not an inward-focused love within God – it is an outward-focused, overflowing love! The loving relationships within the Trinity are the basis of all God’s involvement in the world! 
We’re all in danger of settling for inward-focused community. Sometimes we think spiritual community is meant to be a kind of Jacuzzi. Everyone is facing inward, just so thrilled that we belong, that we’re included. And we think – this community exists to meet my needs. And I wouldn’t want anything to threaten this community. Us four, no more. Or us forty, no more. Or us four hundred, no more!

What a tragedy if that’s what we think community is! It is not meant to be inward-focused, but outward-focused…

Jesus commissions us to be an outward-focused community.  Listen to how Jesus prays about the church… 

18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 

Christian community is not a inward-facing Jacuzzi. Rather it is meant to be a kind of life boat of people on an ocean surrounded by people who are drowning – though they might not know it – because they don’t know the love of God in Christ, and they don’t know the power of spiritual community. 

We’re on this boat, just so thrilled to be with each other, but so aware that what we have is too good to keep to ourselves. So we work as a team on a mission. We seek to rescue people – pulling them up into the love of God and the safety of spiritual community. Now that’s a community like the Community of Three.

· We’re meant be outward-focused by making an impact upon our city and culture, integrating our work and faith for the good of this city.
· We’re meant be outward-focused by serving the needs and the neediest in our cities.  
· We’re meant be outward-focused by reaching out to people far from God – deepening relationships with people far from God, praying for them, sharing part or all of our story, inviting them to stuff. God wants us to spread the music, and invite more and more to the dance.

· We’re meant to be outward-focused by warmly including new people in our lives, in our friendship groups, in our small groups. On that point, we’re meant to be outward-focused by multiplying small groups to make space for new people. 

And we do all this because what we have is too good to keep to ourselves. 

Being on mission together only intensifies our relationships. You would think that when a community is outward-focused – instead of focused primarily on each other – that it would weaken those relationships! The opposite is true. If we learn anything from the Trinity it is this – as we team together on an outward-focused mission, we are bonded more and more. A community thrives when it’s part of a mission greater than itself. 

So, let me sum up what I’ve said like this: Community is not an optional extra in life nor in faith. We’re wired for community from birth because we’re created by a Triune God. And we’re wired for spiritual community from the moment we find Christ because we’re saved by a Triune God who invites us into the dance of relationships, relationships that are 1) joyful, 2) loving and 3) outward-focused! That is life at its very best! And that is what we’re becoming as CGC into the future! And that is what you’re invited to help create with us as we learn to listen for and dance to the same tune – the eternal song of love within God himself!

