We vs Me…

My trip… 

Surf trip! ‘Dudes only gathering … burning each other with sticks… brainless vouyeristic surfing / rugby banter … braai smoke cleansing … swimming towel whipping competitions … cigar/wine tastings … 4by4 pursuit of unridden waves … 3 course meat-only meals!’

The growth of this church … 


The power of the gospel


The power of the Spirit


The power of community

Some research on the power of doing life together in community. …

7000 people – 9 years – 3 times - 

Humour aside… a commitment to one another!  
two ways to live life. … two ways to be a Christian … 

Western dream…



God’s dream…

	ME - Self-focused individualism

Individuality vs Individualism!


	WE - Outward-focused communalism

	It’s up to ME to get from this world and others what I need.
	It’s up to US to give to this world and others what they need. 


Most of us in this room – even long-time Christfollowers …. 

Sinful nature…

Culture….  DMBnB – 9 out of 10

Today’s big idea…  Needing the biggest motivation… 3 reasons … Community is God’s dream. 

The Bible’s story-line…  THIS IS DIFFERENT!  

Mega-themes! 

Speaking to head – your heart! 

If you’re not a Christ-follower LUCKY YOU … 

1) The original community: The garden (Gen 1) 

Gen 1:  them / very good

Gen 2 - It is not good for man to be alone.

Rib.

One flesh. 

The point I’m making: This community of oneness is God’s original dream for us, for our church, for this world. 

2) The collapse of community: Gen 3
· Independence…

· God’s dream of community crashes.  

· War, murder, rape, anarchy,

· racism, prejudice, sexism, 

· pride, self-promotion, distrust, deception, fear and revenge. …

3) The failed community: Gen 11
· Genesis 11 – we don’t need God to become one! And it fails!

· A story that repeats itself! 

· Still today, common ideologies and interests, blood and background – measure of community – but if self-generated …

· Every effort at a new world order without God at centre …  

4) Future flashes of community: Abraham, Moses and David

· God’s dream persists… 

· He gives future flashes… 

· 2000 BC – Abraham…

· Gen 12 – ‘I will make you into a great people … who exists to bless other people’ 

· Christ!

· 1300 – Moses …

· Salvation … Ex 6:7 – ‘Because I brought you out … I will take you as my own people’

· Christ our common Saviour.

· Christ … Passover … It is the blood of a lamb that did this…

· Communion … ‘Because there is one loaf, our many-ness becomes one-ness—Christ doesn't become fragmented in us. Rather, we become unified in him’ (1 Cor 10).

· Tabernacle… ‘I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people’ (Lev 26:12).

· Christ by his Spirit …

· 1000 BC – David

· From confederation to united nation - ‘Day after day men came to help David, until he had a great army, like the army of God’ (1 Chron 12:22).

· Christ… the Son of David… 

· But all three figures don’t enduringly bring about this Community of Oneness… 

5) Christ’s life and community
· Big family…

· Disciples.

· In John 13:34 he says, ‘Love one another as I have loved you. By this wall all people know that you are my disciples, that you love one another as I have loved you.’ 

· The point I’m making… 

6) Christ’s death and community
· Eph 2 double reconciliation. 

· V13 - ‘But now in Christ you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.’ 

· V14-16 - ‘For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility … His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace. 

· The point I’m making in the message: This community …

7) Long-awaited community: the first church 
· Bonded by their love for Christ. V42 …. 

· Crazy about each other – v46…   

· Genuine care: ‘All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need’ (v44-45).

· Outward-focused 

· Inclusive: (v47) 

· WOW!

8) The multiplying of community: later churches

· Metaphors:

· Stone - building

· Body part – body…  Romans 12:4-5: ‘For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others’. 

· Following Christ on your own is impossible… 

· Eph 5:18 … you is plural!

· Crossing of racial, social, cultural divides… 

· Gal 3:28 - ‘If you belong to Christ, there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus’ 

· Churches multiplying today … 

9) The final, glorious community: the new heavens and earth

· Ephesians 1:10 … God’s dream: ‘to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment’ - ‘to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.’ 

· A world divided… 

· Rev 5:9 …

· Dream fully realized! 

· Dallas Willard: ‘God’s aim in human history is the creation of an inclusive community of loving persons, with Himself included as its primary sustainer and most glorious inhabitant.’ 

· Want to taste the future now? …

Recap… Conclusion… 
Christ is calling us to commit to each other!

The point I am making…

Original 

Collapse

Failure

Future flashes

Christ’s life

Christ’s death

Long-awaited

Multiplying

Final glorious

Application… … 4 practical steps…   

1) Be one with God through faith in Christ. 
a. Not just horizontal…

b. Belong before believe…

2) Join a church. 
a. Danger of hopping around

b. Joining but with a self-focused mindset… 

c. DNA course – 28 29 May

3) Build relationships.
a. Five questions: 

i. What are you doing to meet other Christfollowers?

ii. Which of these relationships are you intentionally deepening? 

iii. Any of them different to you? 

iv. What are you doing to rope people into community? 

v. How are you avoiding being a clique? 

b. Small groups… 
i. What they are… 

ii. Small groups this week … 

1. Communion!

2. Deepening relationships


iii. Joining a group…

1. Ask around

2. Sign up

3. No pressure to stay

c. Who’s coming for lunch? 30 May! 
4) Pray, ‘God, my life belongs to you and to others’
a. Oh, God use me – wrong prayer! 

b. My story this week… 

Next week … The power of 3!  

WE vs ME

God’s dream (Title)
	The western dream… 
	God’s dream… 

	ME - Self-focused individualism
	WE - Outward-focused communalism

	It’s up to ME to GET from this world and others what I need.
	It’s up to US to GIVE to this world and others what they need. 


The Bible’s story-line…

10) the original community: the garden 

(Genesis 1-2)

11) the collapse of community: the garden 

(Genesis 3-4)

12) the failed community: tower of Babel 

(Genesis 11)

13) future flashes of community: Abraham, Moses and David 

(Genesis 12 onwards)

14) Christ’s life and community: the disciples 

(John 13:34)

15) Christ’s death and community: the cross 

(Ephesians 2:13-16)

16) the long-awaited community: the first church  

(Acts 2:42-47)

17) the multiplying of communities: later churches 

(Romans 12:4-5)

18) the final glorious community: the new heavens and earth 

(Ephesians 1:10, Revelations 5:9)

God’s dream is Community so…

5) Be one with God through faith in Christ. 

6) Join a church. 

7) Join a small group. 
8) Meet people in the church.  
Who’s coming for lunch? 

Talk Title: God’s dream.
Series: WE vs ME, part 1 of 3

Big Idea: God’s dream for us, for our church, for our world is a Community of Oneness.

Doctrinal emphasis: The central place of community in salvation history and the purposes of God. 

Scripture: Many different ones. (An overview of the whole Bible’s story)

Introduction…

People are starved for community. Think of the annual Afrikaburn festival held every year in the Karoo modeled after Nevada’s famous Burning man festival. 1000s gather for several days with the goal of – to quote the website – ‘forming a temporary community that collaborates to make large works of art (which are burnt at the end) in a non-commercial atmosphere – no buying and selling aloud – only bartering of goods’. Here we see people saying, ‘There is no community in society – largely because we compete rather than collaborate, and chase money rather than care for each other.’ People are starved for ‘a counter-cultural community’. 

Well, what people are looking for (a kind of countercultural community) is exactly what the church is meant to be. We’re doing a series on the power of doing life together called ‘We vs Me.’ 

I came across some research on the power of doing life together in community. A group of researchers tracked the lives of seven thousand people in Alameda County, California, over a nine-year period. What they found is pretty interesting. 1) People with weak relational connections were three times more likely to die than those with strong relational connections. 2) People who had bad health habits, like smoking and eating the wrong kinds of food, but had strong relational ties lived significantly longer than people who had great health habits but lived more isolated lives. In other words, we can say with statistical conviction: “It’s far better to eat cake and chocolate with good friends, than to eat broccoli all alone!”

Humour aside, in this series, entitled WE-vs-ME Christ is calling us as Common Ground Church to not just renew our commitment to him, but to one another. A commitment to do life and faith together rather than on our own as a bunch of individuals. 
You see, there are two ways to live life. The one way is with a ME-mentality. The other way is with a WE-mentality. And there are two ways that people try be Christian. The one way is with a ME-mentality. The other way is with a WE-mentality. 

ME is essentially self-focused. WE is essentially outward-focused. ME is essentially individualistic. WE is essentially communally focused. So let me give two definitions…

	ME - Self-focused individualism
	WE - Outward-focused communalism

	It’s up to ME to get from this world and others what I need.
	It’s up to US to give to this world and others what they need. 


Now, let me come out and say it: Most of us in this room are by nature and by culture self-focused individualists! Even those of us you have been Christ-followers for years! 

On the one hand, our sinful nature prefers being self-focused than being outward-focused. It prefers being served by others rather than serving others. 

On the other hand, the culture of the West, which has shaped us, is profoundly individualistic. It’s about me getting what I want and need. The advertising agency DMB&B did a study on the attitudes of global teens. From a lengthy list of attitudinal items, the one that teens most agree with is: “It’s up to me to get what I want out of life.” Nine out of ten young westernized young people polled agreed with this sentiment of total self-reliance. We’re the most individualistic generation of all time!
Today’s big idea…

This commitment to living in community is a big one. It cuts against the grain of your sinful nature and the culture of the day. That is why you will need more than a moment’s inspiration – you will need the deepest motivation possible, so in the three talks of this series, we are giving you three reasons that are so massive and deep, that if you will get them, they will motivate you for life. So let me start with today’s reason for living in community:  ‘Community is God’s dream’…

Tracing the thread of community in the Bible’s story-line…

The Bible tells a story, God’s story. It is a winding story of God creating and relating to and redeeming people over 1000s of years. And it is a story with some major threads or themes running all the way through. One of these major themes is simply that God is creating community. For the lion’s share of today’s  talk I want to track this theme or thread as it runs through the Bible, God’s story. WHY am I doing this? Answer: I want to persuade you beyond a shadow of a doubt that community is not an afterthought, but rather a forethought, in God’s mind. As we trace this journey through the Bible you will see that community is the heart of God’s plan for us. There are nine moments in the journey through the Bible we will double click on…

19) The original community: The garden

There was a Community of Onenesss right in the beginning of creation…

· In Genesis 1, the story of creation is told in poetic big brush strokes. After creating the universe, the earth, the plants and the animals, God’s creation climaxes with the creation of humanity.  ‘Let us make man in our image’ says God. God is a Communal Being (more on that next week) – so when he creates humanity he creates us in community. ‘Male and female he created them’. God creates us in community and for community.

· In Genesis 2, the story of creation is retold from a different angle. God creates a single man and puts him in perfect world. But it is not long before God himself makes the point: ‘It is not good for man to be alone’. It is as though God wants to etch into the minds of readers that we are not meant to live solitary, individualistic lives. God does something strange – he creates a helper for this man – by getting him to lie down and by taking a rib from his side, which then is made into a person. What is God trying to say? He is saying, ‘You’re not made to be alone. You’re made for community. But if you are going to experience community you need to let go of something – your independence. And community, though being greatly rewarding, is going to hurt at times. But it will so be worth it.’ 

· By the end of Genesis 2 this man rejoices in the company God has given him. But she is more than company. We’re told that they become ‘one flesh’. This means more than just having sex. This means that they became a community of oneness. And they ‘were naked and had no shame.’ This is a picture of total vulnerability and transparency. 

· Follow the flow of creation. Each stage prepares for the next stage. And each stage is more glorious than the stage before. God creates things. He creates plants. He creates animals. Then he creates humanity. Then, lastly, he climaxes his creation – he puts humanity in a community of oneness. ‘Ah’, says God, ‘that is as good as it gets.’ 

· The point I’m making: This community of oneness is God’s dream for us, for our church, for this world. 

20) The collapse of community: the garden, pt 2
Tragically, we see community between people disintegrating as people turn from God…

· In Genesis 3, we see that as humanity declares independence from God, they inevitably declare independence from each other! And what agony sets into this world as husband accuses wife, and brother kills brothers. 

· God’s dream of community crashes. And the human race pays the price for it. The rest of the Old Testament details our fall from community. War, murder, rape, racism, prejudice, sexism, pride, anarchy, self-promotion, distrust, deception, fear and revenge. And still today, these things are rife – all signs that we as humanity have fallen from God’s dream for us: a community of oneness. 

21) The failed community: tower of Babel
Tragedy turns to comedy as we see the human race trying to self-generate the community it has lost.

· Genesis 11 tells an interesting event: the human race tries to build the world’s first skyscraper – the tower of Babel. On the one hand, they have a noble reason: to  show that ‘together all things are possible. But on the other hand, they have a ignoble reason: to show that we don’t need God to become one.’

· If you know the story, then you know that it is a story that has been repeated millions of times since. All efforts to build loving, lasting, inclusive, genuine community apart from God ultimately fails! 

· Still today, common political ideologies, common interests and lifestyles, common blood (as in family), common backgrounds, common dreams and ventures – these may produce a measure of community, but if it is a self-generated community is doomed to fail in some way. Ultimately, every effort at a new world order without God’s power and love at its centre will simply result in a new world disorder. Outside of God we lack the resources to build and sustain a loving, lasting, inclusive, genuine community. 

22) Future flashes of community: Abraham, Moses and David

Then in the ancient nation of Israel we see three prophetic future flashes of the community God has planned…

· Despite the rupture of relationship between us and God, and us and each other,  God’s dream for community perseveres, and he plans that ultimately through Christ it will be achieved. But in the interim he starts to give prophetic future flashes of the way the Community of Oneness would come about through Christ….

· The first major future flash comes 2000 BC through the father, Abraham…

· In a world where one tribe wars against every other tribe, God one day reveals himself to Abraham and says in effect, ‘I will make you into a great people – and you will be a people who exists to bless all people everywhere.’ That moment is the start of the Jews. The Old Testament records how God keeps his promise and how Abraham becomes a community who exist to bless all people. 

· This is a future flash. 2000 years later, through Christ this truly comes about as individuals from all nations and tribes are included in Abraham’s family through faith in Jesus. They are made part of the ancient community of God, a community that exists to be a blessing to all people everywhere.

· The second major future flash comes 1300 BC through the liberator, Moses…

· Hundreds of thousands of Jewish people are enslaved in Egypt. God sends Moses, and through him accomplishes three things:

· Through the blood of a lamb and an act of power he sets them free from Egypt. God says to them about this, ‘I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians’ (Ex 6:7). In other words, the fact that I have saved you all together means that I have bound you together as a people, my people. 

· This is clearly a future flash of what happened 1300 years later though Jesus. Through Jesus, the Lamb of God’s sacrifice and through his resurrection, an act of power, he saves millions of individuals across time and distance. All these people – though saved as individuals – then are bound together by this common salvation.  

· God instructs them to annually commemorate the Exodus that created their oneness in the first place through Passover. 

· This is a future flash to what happened when Jesus came. Jesus instructed his disciples to commemorate his death and resurrection, and the community of oneness it created, not just once a year in a Passover feast, but much more often than that in Communion. Listen to how the Message describes the way Communion re-inforces our oneness:  ‘Because there is one loaf, our many-ness becomes one-ness—Christ doesn't become fragmented in us. Rather, we become unified in him’ (1 Cor 10).

· Through Moses, God brings about the tabernacle system – which means that God lives amongst them in a manifest way. They are not just united by God’s act of salvation. They are also united by the fact that God is their most glorious inhabitant! Moses brings the message from God: ‘I will walk among you and be your God, and you will be my people’ (Lev 26:12). 

· This too is a future flash. As the Spirit is given to the church of Jesus 1300 years later in a real sense God starts to walk among his people the church. He is the glorious one who inhabits his people, and sustains their capacity to be the Community of Oneness. 

· The third major future flash comes in 1000 BC through the king, David…

· The people of Israel were a loose confederation of tribes that had Abraham as their ancestor and Moses as their historical liberator. But they did not function as one. If anything, tribe warred against tribe. That is until David came. David was chosen by God to be greatest king of all time. Over a period of many years David rose up to bring all this loose confederation of tribes under his singular rule, a rule marked by justice and mercy. A nation under One Great King and Lord who united them in a golden era of great victory and expansion. Eventually the entire nation was united: ‘Day after day men came to help David, until he had a great army, like the army of God’ (1 Chron 12:22). 

· This too is a future flash of what would happen 1000 years later when Jesus, the Son of David, came to launch the army of God. Everyone who confesses Jesus as Lord is at that moment united into his nation, his people, his army in a kingdom marked by justice and mercy, a kingdom that is expanding not through domination but through blessing, a kingdom that will endure forever. 

· But all three figures – Abraham, Moses and David – don’t enduringly bring about this Community of Oneness. They merely provide a moment in history that serves as a future flash of Jesus, the true and better Abraham, the true and better Moses, the true and better David who alone can bring about an enduring Community of Oneness.  And that is exactly what he does…

23) Christ and community: the disciples
Then 2000 years ago, Christ walked this earth and created this Community of Oneness… 

· Imagine Jesus had a single isolated disciple. He didn’t do that. Rather, he calls disciples to follow him together. And under his leadership, and on his mission, he coaches them to become a Community of Oneness…

· In John 13:34 he says, ‘Love one another as I have loved you. By this wall all people know that you are my disciples, that you love one another as I have loved you.’ 

· In John 17:20-23, Jesus prays some of his last prayers before being crucified: ‘My prayer is not for these disciples alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message (that’s the church through the ages!) that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity’.

· The point I’m making: This community of oneness is God’s dream for us, for our church, for this world. 

24) Christ and community: the cross
But notice that Christ did more than speak of unity, he achieved it through his death… 

· Eph 2:13-16 tells us that the cross of Jesus achieved a double reconciliation. The vertical bar of the cross shows it reconciled us to God. Listen to verse 13 which says so: ‘But now in Christ you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.’ But the horizontal bar of the cross shows that it also reconciled us to one another into a Community of Oneness, a new humanity: Verses 14-16 says so: ‘For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility … His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.’ Powerful stuff. Here we see God literally dying to achieve his dream of this Community of Oneness. The point I’m making in the message: This community of oneness is God’s dream for us, for our church, for this world. And it is something worth dying for, giving our lives for! 

25) Community restored: the first church 

the Jerusalem church, described in Acts 2 shows all churches everywhere the Community of Oneness that is now possible through faith in Jesus… 

· They are bonded by their love for Christ. We’re told that they ‘devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer’ (v42).

· They just can’t get enough of each other, and they got into each other’s homes and prioritized having meals together: ‘Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts’ (v46). 

· They genuinely care for each in practical ways: ‘All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need’ (v44-45).

· They are inclusive, inviting more and more people to become part: ‘And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved’ (v47). 

· Wow – finally this community of one-ness that has been planned and promised ever since the collapse and failure of community at the beginning of the Bible’s story arrives! You can almost imagine angels watching in wonder!
26) The multiplication of communities: later churches

The later churches in the New Testament epoch also had a very deep understanding that they were following Christ together… 

· Nowadays we tend to have a very individualistic understanding of what it means to follow Christ. We think God’s main passion is that I would follow Christ, but the truth is that God’s dream is that we would follow Christ together! 
· Think about the metaphors of the Christian life in the New Testament. 1) Every individual Christ-follower is a stone. But God’s plan is to so pack us together that we form a temple of the Spirit, a people where outsiders can come and find God. 2) Every individual Christ-follower is likened to a body part – and God joins us together in a body, so that, in the words of Romans 12:4-5: ‘For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others’. We’re made to belong. We’re made to function in community. 

· Think about the fact that most of the letters that fill the New Testament were not written to individuals but to communities. Let me give two examples: 1) We may sit in our room and read Ephesians 5, which says, ‘Be filled with the Spirit’. We think Paul is writing this to us as individuals. But, truth be told, he is writing to a community. Pity the person who tries to stay filled with the Spirit all on their own. The only way we can be filled with the Spirit consistently is to not just drink of the Spirit on our own, but together in community. I desperately need community to stay close to God. 2) Or we may be listening to Hebrews on an Ipod in our car and hear the words, ‘Keep free from the love of money and be content with what you have’ (Heb 13:5). And I assume that this is written to me as an individual. But the word ‘you’ here is plural not singular. It means ‘you all’. In other words its not saying, ‘You as an individual stay free from the love of money and content’. Rather it is saying, ‘You all – together as a community – stay free from the love of money and content’. On our own we cannot overcome the pull of greed and the discontentment that money and the lack of it produces. But in community we can! 

· Then think of the way so much is written in the New Testament to overcome tendencies to division. For example, one verse says, ‘If you belong to Christ, there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus (Gal 3:28). Think how race, culture, gender and socion-economic levels have always divided people. This verse says, ‘the things that have divided the world are not strong enough to divide you in the church – Christ has the power to break down the walls that divide you!’ Another example: in Ephesians 4, we’re told to ‘make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit’. This verse tells us that Christ has already achieved the Unity, and the Spirit is uniting us – but we now need to apply that Unity to our relationships.

· Every local church was a new possibility of fulfilling God’s dream. As we flip through the pages of the New Testament, and track those early years after Christ’s resurrection, we see the multiplication of communities. A multiplication which continues to this day. 

27) The final community: the new heavens and earth

Ultimately, in the future, God’s dream will be totally fulfilled … 

· Ephesians 1:10 is one of the most important verses in the Bible. It tells us God’s overall plan and dream for creation, which is ‘to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment’, and this is what this plan is: ‘to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.’ Wow! 
· We still live in a world that is divided by race and culture and ethnicity and gender and conflict and revenge and misunderstanding and suspicion. But there is coming a day when God will bring about a new heavens and a new earth. Then the redeemed community of Christ will be one great Community of Oneness. There will be diversity and unity. We’re told in Revelations that every tribe and tongue, nation and culture will be united in the throb of worship to God (Rev 5:9)! There we will rejoice in God’s love for us, and our love for each other. Jonathan Edwards wrote a book which says that if there is one word that will describe life in the future, it is love. We will be a kingdom of love!

· In the new heaven and earth, God’s dream will finally be realized! Dallas Willard summarizes God’s dream like this: ‘God’s aim in human history is the creation of an inclusive community of loving persons, with Himself included as its primary sustainer and most glorious inhabitant.’ In heaven this will be fulfilled. Which is why the closest you will get to heaven now is to be part of an outward-focused  spiritual community that centres around God! Living in community – when done with the help of God – is heavenly! 
Conclusion…

Do you see that community is God’s dream? It is his design. It is not just an afterthought. It is something that beats in his heart. And the theme of community runs through the centre of the entire flow of history, through the entire Bible story from Genesis to Revelations! Community of oneness is God’s dream for us, for our church, for this world. And it is something worth dying for, giving our lives for! I’m sure you’re sensing how, in this series Christ is calling us as Common Ground Church to not just renew our commitment to him, but to one another. A commitment to do life and faith together rather than on our own!

Application… Though we will say more about living in community and deepening relationships in the 2 weeks to come, let me just take the gap to say four very practical things you can do to put yourself in the place where you can fulfil God’s dream for your life….  

9) Be one with God through faith in Christ. Christ died to reconcile us all to God and to one another. You can’t just take the horizontal bar of the cross without taking the vertical bar. You cannot expect to experience this Community of Oneness with other people unless you are united to God through faith in Christ. I understand that if you have many personal or intellectual obstacles to faith in Christ, this may take some time – but feel free to belong before you believe. My hope and prayer is that as you belong, and journey with us, you too will encounter the love of Christ that draws us together and moves us forward as a community. 

10) Join a church. As we see in the New Testament, it’s God’s plan that community is worked out in local churches. Which means that every believer, now that they belong to Christ, needs to find a Christ-centred spiritual community to which they can belong. That being said, there are two real dangers: One is hopping from church to church, perhaps even visiting a different church every Sunday. Now, there’s nothing wrong with visiting other churches, but there is everything wrong with telling yourself that you love the church, but that you don’t actually get involved in one. Another danger is to join a church but to do so with a self-focused individualistic mindset. Don’t for a second think that just because you’re part of a church that you are now a person with a WE-mentality. It is possible to still have a very deeply engrained ME-mentality. You know this is the case when you join and say to yourself, ‘I hope that this church provides the spiritual goods and services that I need to grow and be fulfilled spiritually.’ No, when you join a church, you make a commitment to become part of the WE who are on a mission with God to give to others and the world what it needs. In other words, you join a church, not mainly to be served, but to serve alongside others in God’s mission. To make this easier for you, we have something called DNA every month or two, that happens over a Fri night and a Sat mornings – which helps you find out about and join the church.

11) Commit to a small group. Acts 2:46-47 says of the very first-ever church: ‘Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God’. We see that they met in large crowds and in small groups in homes. Sunday meetings are exciting, but are not enough to build authentic relationships. Real community is forged in the in-between times, in smaller groupings, in homes, over dinner tables, over coffee. That’s why we encourage everyone to commit to a small group, which meets weekly but will hopefully become a 24/7 network of relationships that enrich our faith and catalyze our growth. In Common Ground we have stax of small groups, most of which meet weekly on a Wednesday night. On Wednesday nights these groups generally eat something together, discuss and apply the Bible and / or Sunday message, pray together, and generally have a lot of fun. Though it may take some time to really gel with others, these small groups become a circle of joy, support and encouragement.  (Just a side note: we’re encouraging small groups over the next three weeks to really prioritize the deepening of relationships, by getting to know each other better.)

Short video of Tamryn and Wayne on how they were peripheral for so many years – critical of the church and others – until God told them that they were the problem and they should get involved in relationships and serving.  
12) Lastly, make an effort to meet people in the church. You don’t need to limit your relationships to meet people in your small group. And certainly don’t limit your relationships to people just like you. That being said, we will help you to do this. Let me tell you about ‘Who’s coming to lunch?’ which happens on Sunday, 30 May – two weeks from now’ …. (advert follows)




