Dear Parents

While you are tackling ‘family matters’ in big church, we are learning about what makes a family incredible in our series called ‘incredible families’ in fun church. 

We would love the kids to have a sense of pride in their own family, even if it looks very different to other family compilations; and to know that God has a special plan for every family.
Below, you will see the different topics covered each week, along with the ‘big idea’ for that day.

We have put a few pointers for dinner-time-discussions together that may be useful over the next 4 weeks in tying both your spiritual journeys together. You know your family the best, so we would suggest using these discussion topics merely as a guide to get conversations going. HAVE FUN!

Week 1: My family 
The Big idea: God put you in your family; it was part of His big plan for you!

 (Scripture references: Acts 17:26 & Ps 139:13-16)
Discussion guides:

· Share some of your favourite family memories.

· What do you love about our family?  
· What don't you like about our family?
·  Who is the most important person in our family...no one, we are all as important!
· Parents: tell your kids why you think you have an incredible family and use this time to affirm each child in what you love about them and how they add something unique to the family.

Week 2: Honouring your parents 
The Big Idea: For families to work well we need kids who honour their parents and parents who parent well!

(Scripture references: Exodus 20:12)

Discussion guides:

· What does it mean to 'honour your parents'? 
· When is it difficult to honour your parents? (Parents: this is quite a difficult topic so make use of your own life examples of times you found it hard to honour your parents, for example: when you didn’t agree with them, when you felt they treated you unfairly etc.)
· What does the Bible promise us if we honour our parents? 
· Parents: use this time to share how you feel when you are honoured and look out for moments during the week to ‘notice’ out loud when your kids have made an effort to honour you.

Week 3: Surviving your siblings 
The Big idea: Your brother or sister is a gift God has given you. How well are you looking after this gift?

Discussion guides:

· Why is it sometimes difficult to be kind to our siblings? 
· How do you feel when your brother/sister is unkind to you?  
· What can we do to try to remind us to be kind?
· Parents: look out for moments to affirm ‘kind acts’ among siblings!



Week 4: Family Fun 
The Big Idea: Your family is like a sports team. In order to have lots of fun, play together and win ... we need team rules!

Discussion guides:

· Chat around team rules in sports teams and why they are needed. Link that to chatting around discipline in the home. (Parents: this a great time to affirm your love for your kids and remind them that Jesus never stops loving them whether they are good or naughty.) 
· What is your favourite thing for us to do as a family?  
· What are some other things that you would like us to do as a family? Maybe put together a special family 'haka' or 'mantra'.

