Intro to the series and talk. 
Good morning. And happy Easter. 

If you believe in Christ … 

Done series…  

Resurrection too… 

Evidence 

 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Verse 5: ‘But God made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions.’ 

First – we were once dead (heavy)

Then – we are made alive (glad)

A. We were dead. 

1) We’re dead to God. 
2) We’re dead in sin. 

3) We’re dead in the future. 
B. ‘But God made us alive’

‘But God’

Alive2

1) In his death Christ gives us life. 

2 Cor. 5:14 - Christ ‘has died for all, therefore all have died’.

Subs

Rep

Baptism… 

Julie… 

2) In his victory over death Christ gives us life. 

‘But God made us alive with Christ (v5) …. God raised us up with Christ (v6) and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus (v6).’ ME TOO…  but how? 

Fusion … union with Christ … in Christ… 

Baptism completed///

What it means: 

1) transfer -  ‘As in Adam all die, so in Christ all are made alive.’ 

2) joined to Christ by the Holy Spirit who lives inside of us. 

3 analogies…  branch / wife / finger

‘Our lives are hidden with Christ in God’ (Col 3:3).

Martin Lloyd Jones - ‘Our union with Christ is one of the greatest and most marvellous of all Christian doctrines, one of the most glorious beyond any question at all.’

Three misconceptions:

1) join a church vs join Christ 

2) try hard to be more like Jesus vs being united to Jesus.

3) God may leave us …

Pull threads… what Christ accomplished by his death and res…. 

once dead to God, we’re now joined to Christ and are alive to God. 

once dead in my sin, we’re now joined to Christ and are alive in righteousness. 

once dead in the future, we’re now joined to Christ and are alive in the future.         We’re in heaven already! 

Summary (nothing like it… )

3 TESTIMONIES … 

Jeff / Chris / Carey

First question: Why would God make us alive? 

V4-7… ‘But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ … it is by grace you have been saved … in order that he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.’ 

If ever you doubted whether you were loved…  

Second question: How does God make you alive? 

verses 8-9: ‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.’

we are made alive by grace not by works. 
Do vs done… 

Seated on a throne… 

we are made alive by faith. 

Sufficient for all … but effective for some… 

Christ-follower?

Not yet? 
Announcements….

-DNA

-Vision Sunday

-Great Marriage Experience

-Family Matters / Love matters


-Times


-PJ


-Invite stacks of people… 



-Fatherhood



-Hooking up

DONE! Part 4 of 4  (Easter Sunday talk)

A series about the salvation Christ accomplished on the cross. 

Main point made in this talk: On the cross, Christ took my death, and gave me life.
Main doctrine made vivid in this talk: union with Christ and regeneration.
Note to preacher: 

This is a series that is teaching some of the most important doctrines of the Christian faith. It is so important that people know and believe these doctrines. But we need to speak not just to their heads, but also to their hearts. It is so important that people have these doctrines deeply impressed upon their hearts so that it changes their lives. This surfaces the challenge you will face: how can you preach this in a way that people feel what you’re saying in their hearts rather than just registering it in their heads. Some important keys are as follows: 1) Use imagery, story and metaphor as much as possible. The way from the head to the heart is through the imagination. 2) Don’t overload too much information into the talk. Work on simplicity and a non-jarring flow of content. 3) Trust God to give you a deep revelation of these doctrines before you preach so that there will be an anointing on you as you teach. More is caught than can be taught. 4) Somewhere in your talk be as vulnerable as you can and tell how these truths have been impacting your life of late, or perhaps some struggles you’ve had that relate to the theme. Please, do not let them just encounter good doctrine, let them encounter a real human being who is a work in progress. 5) Give them tangible ways that this truth impacts upon their lives. 

Intro to the series and talk. 
Good morning. And happy Easter. 

And we welcome everyone today. Some of you are seasoned Christ-followers. I hope and pray that this talk deeply inspires you in your pursuit of Christ. Some of you are fairly new in your faith, still trying to make sense of what God is doing in your life. I hope and pray that this talk opens your eyes to see that what you’ve stumbled into is far more magnificent than you first realized. And some of are not Christ-followers at all. You’re not convinced Jesus really is the Son of God. Probably you’re filled with misconceptions of what Christianity is all about. We’re delighted you’re here. We are a church for the convinced and the not-yet convinced. I hope and pray that God too would pull the curtains back on what Christ-following is all about, and what it is not about, and perhaps you too – maybe even this morning - will feel his gentle invitation that 100s of us have already responded to: ‘Come trust in me. Come follow me.’ 

Today, we culminate our series ‘Done’, a series which explores what Jesus meant when he said on the cross, ‘It is finished!’ or ‘It is done!’ Religion says ‘do’. Like a ladder, religion calls us to step up the ladder through good deeds and religious observance until we finally – through our own efforts – reach the place of God’s salvation and acceptance. But Jesus says, ‘done’. (On the cross, moments before his death he shouted out ‘It is done!’). In the last few weeks we’ve learnt that the God of the Bible doesn’t call us to meet him on top of a ladder. He calls us to meet him at the foot of a cross…
Today is the day we celebrate not just the cross, but also the empty tomb, which signifies the bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead. So we’re also exploring what that means for us – and why it is something to celebrate. 

Let’s read Ephesians 2:1-10… 

 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Today, I want to hone in on verse 5: ‘But God made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions.’ Based on this verse, I have two main points to make in this message – before I answer some related questions: 

A) All of us – apart from Christ – are dead. (This point may be a bit of a shocker for some of us here – but as I explain it, I hope that this will begin to make sense to you as it has made sense to me. This point should get us all a little sad.)

B) but God made us alive with Christ. (This second point should get as very glad. So here we go…)

A. All of us – apart from Christ - are dead. 

Verse 1 says: As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins…

What a hectic thing to say. Dead. What on earth is meant by us being dead? It is obvious that he is speaking spiritually not literally here. We’re dead spiritually – but in what way? In at least three ways…

1) We’re dead to God. We’re dead to the Living God. My friend’s wife wanted a divorce. He asked her to go for counselling with him. Her answer, ‘It’s pointless even trying. I’m dead to you.’ What she meant by that was: ‘There’s nothing in me that has any vital connection to you anymore. My heart is in such a state that it needs a resurrection not just a healing if I am going to love you again.’ Devastating words – and of course misguided words. But they serve to help us understand the state of our heart toward God. Our hearts by nature are dead to God. Oh, we might play around with religion a little. And we might engage in spiritual practices. We might enjoy a little morality and philosophy and spirituality. We might be interested in things paranormal. But we’re not interested in God actually speaking to us and having his way in our lives. We’re far more interested in sport, sex, entertainment, romance, travel and cars. It’s going to take a miracle of resurrection if we’ll ever have a vital responsiveness to God. A miracle. We’re as unresponsive to the living God as a corpse is to a person speaking to it. We’re cut off from the Living God.’ Sounds harsh, but it certainly describes much of my life with accuracy. There is a second way we’re dead…

2) We’re dead in sin. We’re dead because, try as we may, we keep falling into transgressions and sin. A) Verse 1 speaks about all of us being guilty of ‘transgressions’. This means doing things we are not meant to do. Crossing some moral boundaries. I know what it is like to have done things that I know I shouldn’t have done. Theologians call this ‘sins of commission.’ It includes things like being dishonest, being greedy, being arrogant, being selfish, being bitter, being hateful and the list just carries on. B) Verse 1 also speaks of being guilty of ‘sins’. The greek word for ‘sins’ means to ‘miss the mark’ – the failure to do things we are meant to do. And I know what it is like to not have done things that I know that I shouldn’t have done. Theologians call this ‘sins of omission’. It includes things like being lazy, failing to protect the poor, failing to lovingly confront those who need to be confronted, failing to protect creation, failing to use my gifts for the good of others, failing to parent our kids like we should, or love our spouses as consistently and sacrificially as we should. Every one of us has a long track record of sins of commission and sins of omission. Yup, the Bible is totally right – we’re sinners. I certainly am. All of us are. We’re dead in the sense that we’re dominated by our tendency to transgress and to sin. And no amount of education or political re-structuring or new economic schemes or so-called cultural progress has really been able to change that simple fact – we all routinely do things God doesn’t want us to do, and don’t do things God does want us to do. There is a third way that we’re dead…

3) We’re dead in the future. We have a death sentence hanging over our heads. Verse 3 says that our sinfulness causes us to be ‘objects of wrath’. In other words, God’s righteous anger is directed toward us because of our sin. If he were not a righteous holy God he would not mind our sin at all. But the Scriptures from beginning to end show that he is indeed a God who cares about what’s right and what’s holy, and he is deeply grieved and righteously angered by our lack of righteousness and lack of holiness. And this wrath will be poured out on our lives on Judgment Day. We will not just die physically, but we will die eternally. Since our sin has separated us from God in this life, and since we’re cut off from him – it turns out that we will stay separated from him forever, and cut off from him forever, which is another way of speaking of hell. Already now that death sentence hangs over our head. 

For the first half of my life that was me – a surfer, a son, a scholar, a friend, going to church from time to time, full of dreams and hopes – oh yes, and dead to God, dead in sin and dead in the future. That may be hard to swallow for some of you, but it has helped me make sense of my life….

B. ‘But God made you alive with Christ’

The opening words of verse 4 in the Greek language are ‘But God.’ Those two words are arguably the most powerful words in the entire Bible. When I was at school I remember an entire English lesson where my teacher persuaded us that the ‘most powerful word in the English language is the word ‘but’ – it neutralizes everything that goes before it.’ Just think: you’re reading a letter from someone who you are in a relationship with and it starts off with three paragraphs of what they appreciate about you. Then the fourth paragraph starts with the word ‘but’ and your heart drops. Suddenly all the earlier content of the letter means nothing. The same with these verses in Ephesians, only the emotions are reversed. Verses 1-3 have told us that we are dead to God, dead in sin, and dead in the future. Our hearts have sunk in despair as we read those words. Then the word ‘but God’ comes – and suddenly our hearts lift with hope. And indeed they should lift with hope when we realize two things… …

On the cross, Christ’s death gives me spiritual life AND in his resurrection from the dead, his life gives me spiritual life too – we have two sources of life: source 1) the cross – source 2) the resurrection…

1) In his death on the cross Christ gives me spiritual life. 

2 Cor. 5:14 says Christ ‘has died for all, therefore all have died’.

This verse says that Christ died for us. What does that mean? We’ve heard that we’re dead in the future. This means that there is a death sentence hanging over us, a death penalty to pay. It means that, on the cross, the death penalty for sin has been paid for all those who trust in him. If we trust in Christ, we are no longer ‘dead in the future’. My wife, many months ago, was pondering the meaning of the cross in prayer and she believed God gave her a spiritual vision of sorts. She saw Jesus breathing his last on that cross. And then – across all the world and across all of time – she saw lifeless bodies, suddenly coming to life as they took their first gasp of breath. Jesus’ last breath leads to our first breath, spiritually speaking. 
But this verse then says something else. It says that ‘we died’. Paul elsewhere wrote the same thing: ‘I have been crucified with Christ’ (Gal 2:20). What could that mean? Amazingly, not only did Christ substitute me on the cross (dying in my place so I don’t have to). He represented me – meaning as he died it was as though all those who would later believe in him were dying there with him. But what was dying? The part of us that was dead to God and dead to sin was dying! From the moment we 

Christ died for us so we wouldn’t have to. That’s substitution. But we also died with him. That’s representation. That’s how his death defeated death, and gave me life instead. Amazing, isn’t it? 

But, if there are any doubts that Jesus achieved life for me, doubt no longer. Merely look at the resurrection… 

3) In his victory over death (i.e. the resurrection) Christ gives me life. 

His death achieves my life – and as if that were not enough – so does his resurrection the Sunday morning thereafter, only it takes it to a whole other level. Jesus was resurrected. But there is more… 

Verse 5 and 6 tell us something so stunning that one must almost re-read it to make sure we read it right. Listen to what it says… ‘But God made us alive with Christ (v5) …. God raised us up with Christ (v6) and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus (v6).’ This verse says that not only did Christ resurrect. I resurrected with him. And not only did he then ascend. I ascended with him. And not only is he seated on a throne. I am seated with him. This is so radical a claim that I want to repeat it again, just so it sinks in: ‘This verse says that not only did Christ resurrect. I resurrected with him. And not only did he then ascend. I ascended with him. And not only is he seated on a throne. I am seated with him.’
But how can this be? The answer is that when a person trusts in Christ, God fuses that person to Christ. The most common phrase used to describe this in the New Testament is the phrase ‘in Christ.’ So for example, one verse says, ‘If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. The old has gone and the new has come.’ The phrase ‘in Christ’ means ‘fused into Christ’ or ‘united to Christ.’ We are spiritually fused to Christ. Theologians calls this fusion into Christ ‘union with Christ’. The moment you truly trust in Christ as your Lord and Saviour, God fuses you into Christ. 

What does it mean to be in union with Christ? It means two things. 

First, it means that I have been transferred from the race of Adam to the race of Christ. 1 Cor 15:22 says, ‘As in Adam all die, so in Christ all are made alive.’ All of us are born in Adam’s race. Adam is our representative. When Adam fell into sin and guilt and death, we fell with him. But God has transferred us into a new race with a new head, Christ himself. Christ is now our representative. To be in Adam means we share in Adam’s sin, guilt and death. But to be in Christ means that we share in his righteousness and life. 

Second, it means that we are mystically joined to Christ by the Holy Spirit who lives inside of us. The Scripture gives us three analogies of this mystical union with Christ: 1) In the same way a branch is separate from, and yet deeply fused into a stem, so we are united to Christ (John 15:1-17). 2) In the same way a husband and wife remain separate and yet are fused together in the mystery of marriage, so we are one with Christ (Eph 5:31-32). 3) In the same way a body part (such as an arm for example) is part of a body, so we are joined to Christ (Eph 4:15-16). Three insights emerge from these pictures: 1) In all three pictures we see that we are not identical to Christ. It is not like the husband is the wife, or the branch is the stem, or the body part is the body. We don’t become divine, although we do get to participate in divine blessing. 2) In all three pictures we see that our identity and life is dependent on Christ. A branch outside of a stem dies. A wife outside of marriage is not a wife. A body part outside of the body cannot live.  We find our identity and life in Christ. 3) In all three pictures we see that Christ leads us and energizes us. The branch is given direction and sustenance by the stem. The wife is led and sustained by the husband. The body part is directed and energized by the body.

Our union with Christ is just too amazing to comprehend. As one verse describes it: ‘Our lives are hidden with Christ in God’ (Col 3:3). Martin Lloyd Jones, one of the most famous preachers who ever lived, said, ‘Our union with Christ is one of the greatest and most marvellous of all Christian doctrines, one of the most glorious beyond any question at all.’

One of the most common misunderstandings of what it means to be a Christian is that a Christian is someone who has joined a church. In fact a Christian is someone who has joined Christ. Not just joined Christ’s family, but joined by God to Christ himself. Another common misconception is that essentially a Christian is someone who is trying really hard to follow Christ’s example. The truth is that a Christian is someone who is ‘in Christ’, someone who is dynamically united to Christ by the Spirit – and therefore has immediate access to his leadership, his presence and his power. 

Let’s pull the threads together now and see what Christ has accomplished through his death and resurrection?

1) We were once dead to God, but once we’re joined to Christ we become alive to God. A miracle takes place in our hearts. Our hearts are resurrected. They are given a new longing for God’s presence and leadership. We are given a new capacity to enjoy and be intimate with God. I remember when I first became alive to God. Suddenly I was deeply interested in the Bible, and in prayer, and in being with God’s people, and in pleasing and praising God. It was like I was suddenly given a whole new appetite for God. An appetite that fell out of heaven right into my soul. 

2) We were once dead in sin, but once we’re joined to Christ we are alive to righteousness. A miracle takes place in our hearts. Before, regardless of how much we tried, we felt stuck in our sin – unable to change. But God regenerates our hearts. Jesus spoke of this as being ‘born again, born from above.’ Verse 10 in this passage says that we are ‘created (anew) in Christ Jesus to do good works’. Martin Lloyd Jones defined regeneration as ‘an act of God by which a principle of new life is planted in a person, and the governing disposition of the heart is now righteousness and love not sin.’ We are given a new desire and capacity to be like Christ. This doesn’t mean total change is instant, but it means that deep change begins to happen. I remember when I first became alive to righteousness. Things that I used to do I suddenly didn’t want to do. I didn’t undress the girls in my imagination. I didn’t swear. And things I never used to do, I started to do. I became sensitive to the person left out of the group and made them feel included. I forgave people had hurt me. I prayed for people who made my life hard. Of course, there was so much that would take a long time to change, and I am still a work in progress, but some changes happened very quickly. And still there are times I feel a temptation, but then right there next to the temptation is a desire that rises up in my heart to please God, along with a power to say no to that temptation and yes to the impulse of heaven. 

3) We were once dead in the future, but once we’re joined to Christ we are alive in the future. This is mind-blowing stuff. As radical as it sounds – the Christian will not just go to heaven one day. The Christian is already in heaven. Let me say that again: the Christian already is in heaven. Already now, through the work of the Spirit, the Christian has access to the very throne room of God! That is why prayer and worship are such important aspects of the Christian life. In prayer and worship, the Christian enjoys the access they have to heaven. That is why a Christian can have such deep assurance of heaven: already now we taste heaven. I remember when I first became a Christian. Before the thought of dying was terrifying. Now there was no fear in death. There have been so many times in prayer or worship that I have closed my eyes, and I have felt that if I open my eyes I would be in the throne room of heaven itself. Wow – all because I’m alive in Christ. 

Okay, so I have made two main points in this talk: 1) On the cross, Christ’s death gives me spiritual life. 2) In the resurrection, Christ’s life also gives me spiritual life. Somebody say ‘wow’! In all the world, in all the religious and philosophical systems, there is nothing like this: A God who dies for us as our substitute and our representative, and a God who rises again – and joins us to himself. A God who takes dead people – people dead to God, dead in sin, and dead in the future – and then joins them to Christ and so doing makes them alive – alive to himself, alive to righteousness, and alive in the future. 

Now let me ask two questions… 

First question: Why would God make us alive? 

There is one main answer: Because he loves us. Listen to parts of verse 4-7 again: ‘But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ … it is by grace you have been saved … in order that he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.’ He did it because he is a God of love. He did it because he is a God of mercy. He did it because he is a God of grace. He did it because he is a God of kindness. Did you know that God loves you? Did you know that God wants to have mercy on you? Did you know that God wants to be gracious to you? Did you know that God wants to show kindness to you? 

If ever you doubted whether you were loved, just look again to Christ on that cross. Let there be no doubt. The one who knows you best also loves you most and also sacrificed his very life so that you could have life. Once that revelation sinks in – once that revelation of God’s love for you explodes in your heart – and it’s shrapnel sinks deep into your being, you will never be the same again. 

God loves you. Now let me ask you a question: have you received that love? Have you surrendered to it?

Second question: How does God make you alive? 

Listen to verses 8-9: ‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.’

We see that we are made alive by grace not by works. We don’t earn this gift of salvation, this gift of life. We simply receive it by grace. 

This is the point of distinction between the way of Christ and all religious systems. Religion says ‘Do.’ Christ says ‘Done’. Religion is a ladder. You’re always trying to climb up the ladder of God’s approval and acceptance. Whether it’s the noble eightfold pathway of Buddhism, or the five pillars of Islam, or the law of Karma of Hinduism, or the 613 commands of Orthodox Judaism, religion says ‘Pray more, give more, obey more, repent more, serve more, study more – then you will eventually merit God’s approval and acceptance.’ 

But the way of Christ says, ‘There is nothing you can do to make God love you more or less. God has already showed you his love in Christ. And it is undeserved.’ The way of Christ is not a ladder, but a cross. 

On this point, notice that verse 6 says that Jesus is seated on the throne. Why is he seated? The answer is that it is because his work is done. When you’re done, you sit down. Christ has accomplished salvation. He has overcome death and sin and guilt and demons and hell. And why do Christ-followers get to be seated with Christ? Because we too get to rest in what’s done. We can rest in our relationship to God. We have no fear of losing God’s love. We have no fear of losing heaven. Of course we still get to pray, give, obey repent, serve and study – but not because we’re ladder-climbing and trying to be accepted by God, but because we’re already made alive and acceptable by Christ. 

We see that we are made alive by faith. Although Christ’s sacrifice is sufficient for all – it is not effective in all. It is only effective in those who have trusted in Christ, in those who have humbly called on Jesus to save them and make them alive. 

If you have trusted in Christ – in his life, his death, his resurrection, his exaltation – then you too can rejoice in God’s grace in your life? 

But if you have not yet trusted in Christ then can I urge you to reconsider? Why not do that now? 
